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Football Staff: 


New Coordinators Mean Changes 


by Kirk McNair 


Alabama has number of changes in football coaching staff, and one more is to come 


trade Homer Smith, one of the nation’s 

best-known offensive football minds, 
for Dabo Swinney, a name known only to 
the most loyal Alabama fans? Indeed, it is 
possible, though a little short of probable. 

In the most bizarre January in Tuscaloosa 
since 1990 when Bill Curry took a walk in 
the woods and then decided to walk out of 
his contract at Alabama to coach at 
Kentucky, the Alabama coaching staff has 
been shuffled. The developments thus far: 

e Bama Secondary Coach and Defensive 
Coordinator Bill Oliver left Alabama for the 
same position at Auburn. 

° Tide Defensive Line Coach Mike 
Dubose was promoted to defensive coordi- 
nator. 

e Former LSU and Southern Miss Head 
Coach Curley Hallman was added to the 
staff as secondary coach. 

¢ Homer Smith was relieved of his foot- 
ball coaching duties and assigned to a vague 
position in the athletics director's office. 

° Assistant Head Coach Woody 
McCorvey, who has coached receivers at 
Alabama and before that at Clemson, was 
named quarterbacks coach and offensive 
coordinator (the position he held in his 
early college coaching days). 

Of these, the only surprise was that of 
Oliver going to Auburn, and an examina- 
tion of the facts shows it was an under- 
standable move. 

Still to come: naming an additional coach 
for the offensive side of the football. That 
could be a receivers coach, as Alabama 
Head Coach Gene Stallings said it would be 
in a prepared statement announcing the 
moves of Smith and McCorvey; or it could 
be a coach at another position with further 
shuffling of the staff. 

Swinney’s name has been mentioned for 
promotion. He came to Alabama as a walk- 
on wide receiver, earned a scholarship in 
his senior year for his work on special 
teams and as a split end, continued in 
school as a student assistant in the weight 


I it possible that Alabama is going to 
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room, then became a graduate assistant 
coach, working with the wide receivers on 
the scout team. If Alabama assistant coach- 
es and players voted, Swinney would be the 
favorite, despite his lack of experience. He 
reportedly did an excellent job with the 
scout team last fall. However, there will be 
only one vote that will count, and that is 
Stallings’. 

The most widely-circulated name as a 
likely addition to the staff is Neil Callaway. 
Callaway was an offensive lineman at 
Alabama in the mid-1970s, then went with 
former Tide Assistant Coach Pat Dye when 
he became head coach at East Carolina. 
Callaway stayed with Dye in stops at 
Wyoming and Auburn. When Dye “re- 
signed” at the end of the 1992 season, 
Callaway accepted a job under Hallman at 
LSU. However, following 1993 spring train- 
ing, Callaway was offered the job as assis- 
tant head coach and offensive coordinator 
at Houston, where he coaches the offensive 
line. If Callaway comes on board, it is likely 
he would coach offensive tackles with 
Danny Pearman (who currently has those 
duties) moving to the receivers coach posi- 
tion. Pearman was a tight end in college 
and originally coached tight ends. 

There are other possibilities. Tony 
Nathan, the former Bama running back 
who played and coached that position for 
the Miami Dolphins, is job hunting now 
that Don Shula has retired. Former Bama 
receiver Joey Jones, who has been a high 
school coach, has had his name mentioned. 

However, it must be remembered that in 
three and a half decades of coaching 
Stallings knows dozens and dozens of qual- 
ified coaches who would jump at the 
chance to be at Alabama. 


ost of the conversation of the 
January events has revolved 
around Oliver’s move. Oliver 


played and coached on national champi- 
onship teams at Alabama and has long been 
considered the leading candidate to be the 


next head football coach of the Crimson 
Tide. (It’s safe to say that Oliver will get no 
consideration for that position when it 
opens up next, but part of Oliver's problem 
probably was that no one knows when 
Stallings will vacate the job.) 

Since the defection of Oliver, it has been 
reported that a major reason for his move 
was acrimony between the assistant and the 
head coach. That may or may not be true. 
A story that has made the rounds for the 
past year or two is that Oliver called an old 
friend and Alabama teammate and in the 
course of the conversation began a litany of 
all the things that were wrong in the 
Alabama football world. The friend, who 
had heard the complaints many times be- 
fore, reportedly said, “Brother, I wish you’d 
go get another job so we could get someone 
in there who wants to coach at Alabama.” 

There was some discussion of Auburn 
hiring Oliver without the courtesy of con- 
tacting either the athletics director or head 
football coach at Alabama. Auburn dis- 
missed that boorishness with the explana- 
tion that Oliver had applied for early retire- 
ment, and so wasn’t going to be coaching at 
Alabama anymore. (It's true that Oliver ap- 
plied for early retirement, as did dozens of 
University employees who later rescinded 
their applications. Among them was Tide 
Assistant Coach Jim Fuller, who reportedly 
was talked out of retirement by Stallings.) 

Nevertheless, Oliver went to Auburn for 
financial reasons. Although he has been 
well-compensated, Oliver has been far 
more interested in developing good defen- 
sive football teams than he has in develop- 
ing a retirement fund. As he nears retire- 
ment age (he’s 57), Auburn made him an 
offer he couldn't refuse. Although Auburn 
announced he would receive a package 
worth “slightly more” than the $110,000 
paid his predecessor, longtime Defensive 
Coordinator Wayne Hall (also a former 
Alabama player), reliable reports said that 
Oliver will receive considerably more. The 
offer included a salary of $140,000, a hous- 
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ing allowance of $35,000, the use of a 
house at Lake Eufaula, two courtesy cars, 
an annuity that will pay him $25,000 per 
year for life beginning at age 65, and 
Auburn paid for eight years of past service 
in the Alabama Retirement System at a cost 
of over $100,000. (That additional time 
will be worth an estimated $22,000 per 
year to Oliver when he retires.) 

It is now no interest whatsoever to 
Alabama as to how Oliver, who had gotten 
the bulk of top athletes for the defense at 
Alabama, will get along with the offense- 
minded Auburn Head Coach Terry 
Bowden. And Auburnites who once bristled 
that Oliver had nicknamed the short, 
stocky Bowden “Buster Brown” now say 
there was never anything to that. 


he selection of Hallman to replace 
| Oliver in the secondary was a no- 
brainer. Hallman played for Stallings 
at Texas A&M, then had a distinguished 
coaching career as an assistant at Alabama, 
Memphis State, Clemson and Texas ASM 
before earning fame as head coach at 
Southern Miss. He fell on hard times as 
head coach at LSU, and returned to his 
home, Tuscaloosa County, where he has 
been the past year, often watching Alabama 
practices and games. 

No one would suggest that Hallman is a 
better secondary coach than Oliver, but he 
is certainly more than adequate. However, 
Hallman may be an overall stronger mem- 
ber of the staff. While Alabama was able to 
attract good defensive backs because of 
Oliver’s reputation, Hallman has a reputa- 
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tion as one of the finest recruiters in the 
nation. As evidence of that, when he was at 
LSU in one year he signed the top-rated 
running backs in five states. And because 
he is not married, Hallman will be more 
likely to put in those extra hours, oversee- 
ing players in the weight room, watching 
film, recruiting. 

Stallings said, “1 am well acquainted with 
Curley’s coaching career and I think he will 
be a fine addition to our staff. He brings a 
wealth of experience as a defensive coach 
and enjoys the challenges of recruiting.” 

Although there may have been some 
problem in adding Hallman to the staff 
without giving him the title of defensive 
coordinator, Stallings made the correct de- 
cision to elevate Dubose to that spot. While 
Oliver received the bulk of the credit for 
Alabama’s fine defensive play this decade, 
Dubose built a defensive front probably un- 
equaled in college football. He has pro- 
duced five first round NFL draft choices. 

Stallings said, “Mike’s contributions to 
Alabama football have been well document- 
ed. He has paid his dues and | know he’s 
ready to take on this challenge. Mike has 
been an integral part of the defensive suc- 
cess we have enjoyed at Alabama. 

If there is a philosophical change in 
Alabama defensive strategy following the 
change, it would be the approach to pass- 
ing down situations. Under Oliver, 
Alabama was most likely to play those situ- 
ations with five or six defensive backs, no 
more than four pass rushers. Under 
Dubose, look for Alabama to play man-to- 
man defense in the secondary with five or 


Woody McCorvey 


six pass rushers, trying to force the quarter- 
back into a quicker throw. 


Alabama was not as successful as ex- 

pected. Smith had great success in most 
of his coaching stops, notably as offensive 
coordinator under Curry at Alabama in 
1988-89. But he and Stallings have never 
agreed completely on offensive philosophy, 
and when the head coach and an assistant 
coach don't agree, the head coach wins. 

It is good that Smith, who will be 65 in 
October, was retained in the athletics de- 
partment. He built a home in Tuscaloosa on 
his first coaching stop and kept that home 
while coaching at UCLA for three years. He 
has often said he intended to retire in 
Tuscaloosa. 

That philosophical disagreement between 
Stallings and Smith wasn’t as pronounced 
as most believe. Both are conservative, hop- 
ing to be able to run the football between 
the tackles. (A team that can successfully 
run the football won’t lose many games.) 
The difference came in the passing game, 
and neither is wrong. Smith prefers the 
short passing game, akin to the running 
game, whereas Stallings thinks that so 
many things have to go right on a pass that 
the gamble must be for more yards. 
Stallings wants downfield passing. 

In a prepared statement, Stallings said, “I 
felt a need to make some changes on our 
staff and Coach McCorvey will assume the 
responsibilities as offensive coordinator.” 

McCorvey and Stallings will be on the 
same page offensively. 


iE a shame that Homer Smith's return to 


Football Recruiting: 


take a few and Alabama will probably be in 


Tide Working To Fill A Small Class 


by Kirk McNair 


Big men appear to be top 
priority as signing day nears 


football recruiting class to be ranked 
among the nation’s best. When the 

NCAA Infractions Committee cut Bama’s 
scholarship allotment, the game changed 
for Tide recruiters. And the game appears to 
be: Don’t get caught short on linemen. 

Although one of the so-called recruiting 
experts on a Birmingham radio station re- 
cently opined that Alabama was not filling 
its needs, Alabama Head Coach Gene 
Stallings and his staff know very well what 
the needs are. Those needs are not running 
backs and wide receivers and quarterbacks 
and linebackers. Next year, when once 
again Alabama will be able to sign 25 new 
players, the Tide will revert to Stallings’ pol- 
icy of signing the best available prospects 
regardless of position. For now, Stallings 
wanted to sign linemen, probably a place- 
kicker, a player or two who could be a de- 
fensive back or a wide receiver, and, per- 
haps, a fullback. 

Two-and-a-half weeks before the February 
7 signing day, Alabama was adding to its 
stock of big men. Although Alabama can 
sign only 12 new players on February 7, be- 
cause Alabama lost a couple of players to 
injury, Bama was able to replace those with 
new signees in December. Those signees 
are: 
¢ Michael Myers, a 6-4, 275-pound defen- 
sive end from Vicksburg, Mississippi, by 
way of Hinds Community College in 
Raymond, Mississippi. 

¢ Brenon Meadows, a 6-3, 285-pound of- 
fensive lineman from Birmingham who 
transferred from Louisville last fall. 

Meadows spent last season as a member 
of the scout team, playing primarily guard, 
the position where he started as a freshman 
and sophomore for Coach Howard 
Schnellenberger at Louisville. Both he and 
Myers, who entered school in January and 
will take part in spring training, have two 
years of eligibility remaining. 

Alabama’ first six commitments included 
five linemen and one skill player. The line- 
mien are a high school prep star and a junior 


I: is not possible for Alabama’s 1996 


Michael Myers 


college transfer ticketed for the defensive 
line, three prep prospects projected as of- 
fensive linemen. Those committed are: 

° Tim Bowens, a 6-2, 185-pound defen- 
sive back and wide receiver from Killen 
Brooks. 

¢ Paul Hogan, a 6-3, 240-pound center 
from Valdosta, Georgia. 

¢ Clitidus Hunt, a 6-5, 280-pound defen- 
sive lineman from Memphis by way of 
Northwest Mississippi Community College. 

¢ Adam Joiner, a 6-3, 265-pound tight end 
(who could possibly play center) from 
Milton, Florida. 

¢ Corey Kinnebrew, a 6-3, 285-pound of- 
fensive lineman from Rome, Georgia. 

¢ Kenny Smith, a 6-7, 260-pound defen- 
sive end from Stevenson North Jackson. 

A guess would be that Alabama would 
like its 12 signees to include nine linemen, 
two skill position players and a placekicker. 
However, Tide coaches may feel they have a 
little more leeway since Alabama will be 
able to sign 25 next year. Originally, the 
NCAA penalties included another cut in 
scholarships next year, Bama able to sign 
only 17. Although some schools have re- 
cruited against Alabama by telling prospects 
the Tide program would be going down be- 
cause of the loss of scholarships, Bama 
coaches have the facts on their side in that 
argument. Theoretically, Alabama could be 
at no fewer than 81 scholarshipped players 
next fall, just four under the NCAA limit of 
85. (A realistic guess is that attrition will 


the high 70s. However, few schools actually 
play with the full complement of 85 schol- 
arshipped players.) 


he most bizarre aspect of the recruit- 
ing year has involved Kenny Smith. 
The story began in October when 
Smith announced that he was committing 
to Alabama. It continued in December when 
Smith let it be known that while he was 
committed to Alabama, he would make re- 
cruiting visits elsewhere, places like Auburn 
and Nebraska and Tennessee and Texas 
A&M. Meanwhile, stories of Smith being in 
trouble academically surfaced. 

He was scheduled to make his official visit 
to Alabama on the final weekend before the 
February 7 signing date. Then he elected to 
cancel his visit to Tennessee and visit 
Alabama on the weekend of January 13, a 
visit that was expected to finalize Smith’s 
commitment. However, the next week he 
was on the radio in Birmingham, saying he 
still had questions about Alabama, listing all 
the reasons not so sign with the Crimson 
Tide. And so, Alabama Head Coach Gene 
Stallings and Defensive Coordinator Mike 
Dubose went to see Smith. Apparently the 
coaches were able to answer satisfactorily 
any questions Smith had. And Smith has in- 
dicated that there is no reason to be con- 
cerned about his academics, that he is doing 
what he has to do to be eligible, including 
taking special courses at night. 

In any event, Smith announced that he 
had always wanted to go to Alabama and 
that's where he was going. He never visited 
Tennessee, thought by many to be Bama’s 
top competition, and he cancelled visits to 
Nebraska and Texas A&M. Auburn Head 
Coach Terry Bowden reportedly made a last 
ditch effort to sway Smith, but was unsuc- 
cessful. Smith did visit Alabama- 
Birmingham, but that was a courtesy visit. 
The Blazers are recruiting some friends of 
Smith. 

It's disconcerting that a commitment 
seems to mean much less than it did just a 
few years ago. There has always been the 
caveat that a commitment was non-binding. 
Nevertheless, the practice of players pub- 
licly committing to a school and then con- 
tinuing to take visits to other schools is fair- 
ly recent. It's hard for the school to point 
fingers. While Bama complained about 
Smith's visiting plans, the Tide lured Dustin 
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McClintock, a 6-2, 220-pound fullback/ 
linebacker from Quinian, Texas, in for a 
visit a day after McClintock had committed 
to Purdue. And it’s not just Alabama. As an 
example, quarterback Tamaurice Martin 
and tight end/defensive end Lenardo 
Carson of Mobile committed to Auburn, 
then went on recruiting trips to Tennessee. 
(Don't look for them to visit Bama.) 
Nevertheless, expect the majority of com- 
mitments to hold up on signing day. 


nquestionably, the most difficult as- 
pect of Alabama recruiting this year 
is the limit on scholarships. It’s dif- 
ficult to guess which players Bama would 
sign if Alabama could sign the exact 12 
players it wanted. Certainly the six already 
committed are in those 12. If Alabama can 
get Courtney Leavitt, the All-America kick- 
er (he had several field goals over 50 yards 
and averaged over 43 yards per punt) from 
Germantown, Tennessee, it is likely that 
would be one. 

Buck Buxton, a defensive lineman from 
Northeast Oklahoma (where Matt Parker 
came from), is in the same class with Myers 
among the nation’s available junior college 
defensive linemen. Alabama is in a battle 
with Tennessee for Buxton. The Tide and 
Vols are also considered the leader for one 
of the nation’s best defensive tackles, Jamie 
Carter of Philadelphia, Mississippi, and for 
an outstanding defensive back/wide receiv- 
er, Gerald Griffin of Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee. (Griffin is a first cousin of Bama 
cornerback Fernando Bryant.) 

As might be expected, Bama and Auburn 
are going head-to-head for some of the top 
players in Alabama (though not as many as 
might be expected). Tight end Gorman 
Thornton of Montgomery is the state’s Mr. 
Football, and he's also the brother of former 
Tider George. He is also visiting Arkansas 
before making a decision. Defensive line- 
man Ezell Powell of Georgiana has family 
ties with both Alabama and Auburn, includ- 
ing cousin Ozell at Bama now. 

Eric Chappell, the big (6-5, 230) quarter- 
back from Montgomery, is a major prospect, 
as attested by his visit list of Alabama, 
Notre Dame and Florida. Most believe he'll 
play another position in college, but he 
wants to have a chance at quarterback. 

Bama is involved with one of the top play- 
ers in Georgia, defensive end Anthony 
Overstreet, who is a nephew of former Tide 
star fullback Johnny Davis. 

One of the most interesting aspects of the 
1996 recruiting year is that Alabama didn’t 
even get visits from Martin and Carson, and 
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may not from two of the top linemen in the 
state, defensive man Bryne Malone of Frisco 
City and offensive stalwart Colin Sears of 
Russellville. Malone is thought to be decid- 
ing between Auburn and Florida State, 
while Sears was rumored to be leaning to 
Auburn after having eliminated Tennessee 
following a terrible recruiting visit. A criti- 
cal factor regarding Sears is whether he 
would make his scheduled January 27 visit 
to Bama. There were reports from recruiting 
services that Sears had been persuaded by 
Tide opponents that Alabama's recruiting 
limits would affect the teams Sears would 
play on if he signed with Bama. 


here has been a great deal of specula- 

| tion about the possibility of Alabama 

adding a number of walk-ons to its 

class to make up for the lost scholarships. 

That's not realistic. Very few quality players 

will pass up a scholarship. And it’s not al- 

ways the money. The prestige of being on 
scholarship is significant. 

Kelvis White of Courtland, the brother of 
current Tider Laron, isn’t likely to walk on 
at Bama when he was good enough to get a 
recruiting visit to Notre Dame. 
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Thus far, Alabama hasn't really had a lot 
of losses (keeping in mind one can't lose 
what one doesn’t have). Offensive lineman 
Matt Brennan of Mobile selected Notre 
Dame, but since both his parents are 
Auburn alumni that probably is more a loss 
for Auburn than for Alabama. 

Two other top players in Mobile, Martin 
and Carson, selected Auburn without visiting 
Alabama. Although quarterback may not be 
high on Bama's recruiting wish list, Martin is 
such an outstanding player it’ reasonable to 
expect the Tide would have liked to have had 
him. And Carson is an excellent prospect, a 
quarterback in high school who could play 
tight end or defensive end in college. 

Bama also had an interest in a fullback, 
and Robert Tyler of Cleveland, Mississippi, 
was considered the top prospect in the 
South at that position. He committed fairly 
early to LSU. An unusual story had it that 
Alabama was continuing to recruit Tyler 
after he committed to LSU and, furthermore, 
that Alabama recruiters were using negative 
tactics against LSU. An Alabama source said 
Bama did not continue to recruit Tyler after 
he committed. In any event, Alabama has 
enough tradition and a strong enough pro- 


(205) 345-5074 


gram that Tide recruiters don’t even men- 
tion the opposition when recruiting. 

There were very good players who did 
not get recruited by Bama because of the 
scholarship limits, including wide receiver 
David Hill of Eufaula, who picked Auburn, 
and defensive back Shawn McCorkel of 
Dothan, who chose Florida State. McCorkel 
was quoted in an FSU publication as saying 
he had been a lifelong Alabama fan, but 
that Tide coaches told him they would be 


Quarterback 


Defensive Line 


Ezell Powell, 6-5, 265, 4.8, Georgiana (Auburn) 


Offensive Line 


Kicker 


Tight End 


Fullback/Linebacker 


“LOSSES” 


spects 
AN EDUCATED GUESS AT PROSPECTS, ALPHABETICALLY BY POSITION. 
ALABAMA HAS HAD OR WILL HAVE MANY OF THESE FOR OFFICIAL VISITS. 
(Alabama's primary competition in parenthesis) 


Eric Chappell, 6-5, 230, 4.6, Montgomery Carver (Florida, Georgia) 
Clint Finley, 6-1, 200, Cuero, Texas (Texas A&M, Colorado, Oklahoma, Texas) 


POTENTIAL JUNIOR COLLEGE TRANSFERS 

Lorenzo Bromell, 6-6, 260, Georgia Military at Milledgeville (South Carolina) 

Buck Buxton, 6-4, 265, 4.65 Northeast Oklahoma (Tennessee) 

Grady Jackson, 6-3, 320, Hinds JC, Raymond, Miss. 

Patterson Owens, 6-5, 280, Hinds JC (originally signed with Auburn) 
POTENTIAL HIGH SCHOOL 

amie Carter, 6-5, 285, 4.8, Philadelphia, Miss. (Tennessee) 

Seneca Knight, 6-5, 280, Alex City Benjamin Russell (Auburn) 

Bryne Malone, 6-7, 240, 4.6, Frisco City (Auburn, FSU) 

Anthony Overstreet, 6-3, 225, 4.7, Atlanta Douglass (Florida, FSU) 


ohn “Griff Redmill, 6-6, 248, Jasper Walker (Ole Miss, Miss. State) 


ohn Nix, 6-2, 290, Lucedale, Miss., George County (Auburn, LSU, USM) 
Colin Sears, 6-4, 280, 4.9, Russellville (Auburn) 
Kelvis White, 6-3, 255, 5.0, Courtland (Laron’s brother; Notre Dame) 


Matt Bryant, 6-1, 170, Bridge City, Texas, Trinity Valley CC, Athens, Texas 
Courtney Leavitt, 6-1, 212, Germantown, Tenn. (Georgia, South Carolina) 


All-Around Athletes, primarily wide receiver-defensive back types 
Tellie Embery, 6-2, 205, 4.4, Sylacauga B.B. Comer (Auburn) 
Gerald Griffin, 6-1, 175, 4.5, Murfreesboro, Tenn., Riverdale (Tennessee, A&M) 
Marcus Knight, 6-2, 175, 4.4, Sylacauga Comer (Dameian Jeffries’ half brother; Auburn) 


Gorman Thornton, 6-4, 249, 4.9, Montgomery Jeff Davis (Auburn) 


Dustin McClintock, 6-2, 220, Quinian (Texas) Ford (Purdue) 
Rob Staten, 6-0, 242, Pearl, Miss. (Clemson, Miss. State, Ole Miss) 


Matt Brennan, 6-5, 260, 5.2, OL, Mobile UMS (Notre Dame) 
Lenardo Carson, 6-3, 262, TE, Mobile Shaw (could be DE; Auburn) 
Tamaurice Martin, 6-3, 210, 4.5, QB, Mobile Williamson (Aubum) 
Robert Tyler, 5-11, 225, 4.6, FB, Cleveland, Miss. (LSU) 


unable to offer him because of the scholar- 
ship limits. 

And it may be that Alabama is unable to 
offer the likes of the fine Sylacauga pair, 
quarterback Tellie Embery and wide receiv- 
er Marcus Knight (who is former Tider 
Dameian Jeffries’ half brother); defensive 
linemen Seneca Knight of Alexander City 
and John “Griff” Redmill of Jasper; offen- 
sive linemen Kelvis White of Courtland and 
John Nix of Lucedale, Mississippi; and ju- 


Fullback/Linebacker (1-2 maybe) 


1. Michael Myers, 6-4, 275, Vicksburg, Miss, Hinds JC 


(oiamaly signed with Louisville aid ured asa 
guard two years; transferred to Alabama this fall, 
worked as guard and center on scout team.) 


nior college defensive linemen Grady 
Jackson and Patterson Owens. 

And even more than in previous years, 
Alabama has to be careful about academics. 
NCAA academic standards are higher this 
year than in the past, and Alabama can ill- 
afford to miss on one of its 12 signees. 
(Whereas some schools sign more than the 
limit figuring that academic shortfalls will 
take care of the difference, Alabama tradi- 
tionally has not.) 


A Guess AT NUMBERS —. AT EACH POSITION 
TOTAL To BE SIGNED FEBRUARY 7: 12 


(Those committed are listed) 


Quarterback (1) 


Defensive Line (4-5) 


Offensive Line (3-4) 


Kicker (1) 


All-Around Athletes (1-3) 


Tight End (1-2) 


TOTAL SIGNED DEc. 20-JAN. 8: 2 


Defensive Line (1) 


Offensive Line (1) 
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John Causey: 


Nothing Stands In His Way 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Senior center came back from knee surgery, and now has high team goals for 1996 


a f you were playing a word association 
Bil e=: and asked to quickly describe 

’ Alabama football center John Causey, 
words that might spring to mind are confi- 
dence, mental and physical toughness, de- 
termination, goal-oriented, polite, and soft- 
spoken. Causey is all of those things. But 
don’t be fooled into thinking his mild off- 
the-field demeanor stops him from fiercely 
pursuing what he wants. He is a hard- 
working, never-say-quit type of football 
player. 

Case in point: As a sophomore in 1994 
Causey was backing up Jon Stevenson at 
center, but Causey wasn't satisfied with his 
reserve role. 

“I went into the year expecting to get a 
lot more playing time (than I did as a fresh- 
man in 1993) and even start,” said Causey. 
“The coaches felt (Stevenson) was the best 
player suited for that position. 

“I felt I was, and I wasn’t going to settle 
for back-up.” 

By the fourth game of the year against 
Georgia Causey was starting at center, with 
Stevenson moving over to right guard. 
Causey hasn't missed a start since. 

Case in point: Causey suffered a devas- 
tating knee injury during the 1995 Citrus 
Bowl Game against Ohio State. Causey was 
blocking his man on a simple draw play 
when a Buckeye defensive lineman dove at 
the ball carrier, but missed and landed on 
Causey’s knee. 

“I felt my knee go,” recalled Causey. “I 
didn’t know exactly what happened, but I 
knew my knee wasn’t supposed to bend 
that way. A thousand things went through 
my mind. I knew it was bad, but I didn’t 


John Causey (71) made a surprisingly effective 
recovery from major knee surgery to come back 
and start every game at center in 1995. 
The hard work that enabled him to play last 
year will be important to Causey having a suc- 


senior season. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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know how bad. I knew I was out for the 
rest of the game for sure, but I didn’t know 
what effect the injury would have on me in 
the future.” 

Two days later Causey was in surgery, 
having his severely damaged anterior, pos- 
terior and medial collateral ligaments re- 
paired. “(Alabama team surgeon) Dr. (Les) 
Fowler told me it would take 12 to 18 
months for the knee to heal completely, 
and | didn’t want to hear that,” Causey 
said. “I didn’t want to think about the pos- 
sibility of not playing for a year or a year 
and a half. 

“I started rehab the day after surgery. I 
indicated (to Tide trainer Bill MacDonald) 
what I expected out of myself, and all the 
people who helped me were great.” 

Following two or three weeks of CPM 
(Constant Passive Movement, where the 
machine does the work and moves the leg), 
Causey spent four to five hours a day from 
January to August in the trainer's room, ei- 
ther doing rehabilitation or lifting weights. 
“I basically lived in the weight room,” he 
said. 


s a result, despite missing all of 
Avs practice, Causey, operating 
t what he says was about 90 per 
cent efficiency, opened the 1995 season at 
center. “Because of the severity of his in- 
jury and the difficulty you have in coming 
back from that type of injury, I really didn’t 
expect John to start the first game,” admit- 
ted offensive line coach Jim Fuller. “That 
shows you how mentally tough John is, no 
question about that.” 

Although Causey thought he was 90 per 
cent back, Fuller thought in terms of 
movement it was more like 50 or 60 per 
cent. “He was stiff and it was just a slow 
process, mentally and physically,” Fuller 
said. “He lost a lot of his quickness and the 
ability to plant and push off that (left) foot. 

“Like a lot of other players, he struggled 
at the beginning but he played pretty well 
in the last six games.” 

Causey says he still is not fully recovered, 
and doesn’t think he ever will be. “I think 
the knee is as good as it’s ever going to get. 
I haven't had any trouble with it, knock on 
wood,” he said. “But it’s not the knee I 
started with, and that’s what I consider 100 
per cent. Considering what I had done, it's 
not and will never be 100 per cent.” But, he 
added, “I don’t look at my knee injury as a 
down fall or anything like that. I look at it 
as a stepping-stone to making me a better 
person overall.” 
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Jim Fuller 


Regardless, Causey, who bench presses 
405-pounds, squats 500 pounds and still 
runs a 5.0-second 40-yard dash, played on. 
“At first it hampered me because I was con- 
scious of it. You have to build your confi- 
dence up,” he explained. “You're thinking 
about two things: the injury reoccurring, 
and blocking your guy. Toward the middle 
of the season it was just blocking your guy 
because I wasn’t thinking about the injury 
as much.” 

Fuller thinks Causey's biggest asset is his 
attitude. “I’m not sure any of our players 
this year could have overcome the situation 
he had,” Fuller said. “He played over 700 
snaps in 11 games with an average grade of 
70 percent. For a one-legged guy, that’s not 
bad.” 

The work in the weight room also helped 
Causey put on 10 pounds. “For awhile I 
was lacking in size and that was one of my 
weaknesses,” he said. “I knew I had to get 
bigger.” 


ow carrying 270 pounds on his 6-2 
Ne Causey said he is already 

setting his sights on his senior sea- 
son. 

“That’s over and done with,” he said 
about missing out on a bowl game this past 
season. “I started getting physically and 
mentally ready for next year the day after 
Christmas.” 

Case in point: “Some guys might go into 
their senior year thinking they can coast,” 
he said, “but I don’t look at it that way. I 
feel that your senior year is special and it 


should be your best year, but you've got to 
make it happen. 

“I think coming back from an injury like 
I did makes your work ethic go up, but I 
was used to working hard anyway. So I'll 
approach my senior year the same way I've 
always approached the next season.” 

Causey said his strong suit is “probably 
my toughness and aggressiveness, plus my 
knowledge of the offense and of the overall 
game of football has improved each year. 
But I still need to work on a lot of little 
technique things, like feet movement, that 
can all add up and make you a better play- 
er” 

Fuller agrees wholeheartedly with the 
toughness part and says “John won't let 
anything get in his way.” Fuller also said 
Causey needs to work on his pass protec- 
tion. 

As for his goals for his last-go-around, 
Causey said, “I’m not an individual player. 
My team means the most to me, and if the 
team does well, that’s my satisfaction. 
That’s my attitude and my philosophy. If 
individual things happen in doing that, 
then that’s just a plus.” 

Causey, a two-way starter for Lowndes 
Academy, was selected to the prep all-state 
‘Dynamite Dozen’ and The Tuscaloosa 
News Sweet 16 all-star teams. He was re- 
cruited by all the Southeastern Conference 
schools and narrowed it down to Alabama, 
Ole Miss, LSU and Auburn before picking 
the Tide. “It was always a lifelong dream of 
mine to go to Alabama,” he said. “That's 
why I was shocked when Auburn was the 
first school to heavily recruit me. But I al- 
ready knew where I wanted to go.” 

He was redshirted in 1992, the year the 
Crimson Tide won the national champi- 
onship. He said that even though he didn't 
play in games that season, winning the na- 
tional championship has been a highlight 
of his career. “That still hasn't really hit me 
yet, but I’m sure it will mean more to me 
later,” he said. “Going from high school to 
going against the number one defense in 
the nation in practice, that was a handful.” 

Causey said his first start was thrilling, 
“but other than that, it hasn’t been any one 
thing. Just being here and the friends that 
I've made are what stand out.” 

A physical education major, Causey 
hopes to someday coach on the college 
level. His uncle (Tom) is offensive line 
coach at the University of West Alabama. 
Causey was married in January to Tammy 
Kain, a University graduate from Alexander 
City. 
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Marco Whitfield: 


Quickness Allows Him To Play 


by Kirk McNair 


Although junior college transfer doesn’t star on court, he has made most of opportunity 


en the NCAA proposed new 
rules affecting junior college 
transfers, the natural assump- 


tion is that those most upset might be 
those players coming from the junior col- 
lege ranks. Of particular interest is the 
proposal that an athlete who was not aca- 
demically eligible for a scholarship out of 
high school would have to sit out a year 
before beginning competition after trans- 
ferring from junior college. 

However, Alabama senior basketball 
guard Marco Whitfield sees the proposal 
as a positive. “I think it probably would 
have helped me,” Whitfield said. “I can 
see where it might hurt some players, but 
I think it would help a lot of them.” 

Whitfield said that he went through a 
tough adjustment when he came to 
Alabama from Central Florida 
Community College in Ocala. “Last year 
when I came in I was the only newcom- 
er,” he said. “Not just the only junior col- 
lege transfer, but the only new scholar- 
shipped player. Everyone else was back 
and knew the system. It took me a while 
to learn what we were trying to do.” 

The adjustment was not just on the bas- 
ketball court, either. “My first semester 
(at Alabama) was hard academically,” he 
said. “I’ve done pretty well since then, but 
that was a difficult adjustment.” Now 
Whitfield is on schedule to earn his de- 
gree in human performance from the 
College of Education next August and 
hopes to become a coach. 

Whitfield said his time at Alabama 
hasn’t allowed much time for leisure ac- 
tivities. “Between basketball and school, 
my time is pretty much taken up,” he 
said. He spent last summer in Tuscaloosa 
working out and working on his academic 
load. 

Whitfield learned quickly to take care of 
the academic side of things. Early in his 
first year he earned a one-game suspen- 
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sion from Alabama Head Coach David 
Hobbs for “academic irresponsibility.” 

As he sat on the bench much of last sea- 
son, Whitfield said he came to the realiza- 
tion that his future probably lay some- 
where besides playing basketball. “I real- 
ized then that I didn’t have but one more 
year to play basketball and that I had to 
get better in the books and be prepared 
for the world after basketball is over.” 

He said that his parents are most proud 
that he will earn his degree. “They are 
proud that I play basketball, but the thing 
that will make them the most happy is to 
see me earn my degree,” he said. 

When he wasn’t playing much as a ju- 
nior, Whitfield said he discouraged his 
parents from coming to Alabama games. 
“I was kind of embarrassed because | 
wasn’t playing,” he said. “This year, 
whether I’m playing or not I’m trying to 
get them to come to every game.” 


here’s no question that Whitfield’s 

role with Alabama’s basketball 

team is greater in his senior season 

than it was in his first year. As a junior he 

played in only 14 games. This year he has 

played in every game and has started 
about half the time. 

“It’s pretty exciting,” Whitfield said. 
“I’m glad I’m going out my senior year 
playing a lot.” 

He said his junior season was “a difficult 
situation for me. I had been used to play- 
ing and it was hard to sit every game. But 
I worked through it and I’ve worked hard 
in practice and it’s paying off for me.” 

Whitfield said that Alabama’s loss this 
year of its primary inside players, Antonio 
McDyess, Jason Caffey and Jamal 
Faulkner, meant that Bama this year 
would have to go to a more up-tempo, 
guard-oriented system. “That’s more like 
what I played in junior college and in 
high school,” he said. “It gives me an op- 


portunity to push the ball and do some of 
the things I’m able to do well because of 
my speed and quickness.” Alabama Head 
Coach David Hobbs agreed. He said it 
may not be that Whitfield has improved 
so much from last year to this year as it is 
that Alabama’s style in 1996 suits 
Whitfield more. 

“It’s a lot different this year,” Whitfield 
said. “Last year there were three big guys 
to look for down on the block, and that's 
what we did. This year there's often only 
one down there. Of course, we still want 
to try to get it down to the big man.” 

Defensively, Whitfield said, the guards 
also have more responsibility this year. 
“We're trying to put more pressure on the 
ball, use more full court defense,” he said. 
“That puts more responsibility on us, but 
it also puts a big responsibility on Roy 
(center Roy Rogers) because if they get by 
us, he’s the guy who's got to make the 
play. It’s nice to have him, because he's an 
excellent shot blocker.” 

Nevertheless, it would be misleading to 
suggest that Whitfield has suddenly be- 
come a critical element in Alabama's bas- 
ketball chemistry. While it is true that the 
senior has started several games and 
played regularly, as Bama has moved into 
Southeastern Conference play Whitfield 
can probably see the pattern. Freshman 
point guard Brian Williams is gaining 
more and more playing time at the ex- 
pense of Whitfield. Beyond that, Alabama 
has opened several games with its “big 
lineup,” meaning Marvin Orange is the 
only true guard, playing with forwards 
Thalamus McGhee, Anthony Brown and 
Eric Washington and center Rogers. 


itfield would never be con- 

\ N sidered a candidate for the big 
lineup. In an era of point 

guards who go well over six feet, 


Whitfield is 5-11. “I don’t see too many 
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my size,” he admitted. But he is quick. “If 
he wasn’t, he wouldn't be playing in the 
SEC,” Hobbs said. 

“That's one of the reasons they recruited 
me,” Whitfield said. “Everyone's got their 
advantages and disadvantages. One of my 
disadvantages is my size, but 1 make up 
for that with my quickness. When I was 
growing up, I was about the same size as 
everybody. But as we got older, they got 
bigger. I knew I had to work harder be- 
cause I knew I wanted to play and I knew 
I had to have some type of advantage. The 
quickness just came naturally.” 

Whitfield was recruited by a number of 
schools, including Alabama, out of 
Decatur High School, where he played for 
veteran Alabama high school coach 
Wallace Sanders. He earned first team all- 
state honors as he averaged 19 points per 
game and led Decatur to the state tourna- 
ment. However, Whitfield said, “I didn’t 
pass the ACT.” Although he was a lifelong 
Alabama fan, in his disappointment he 
committed to Clemson, even though he 
couldn’t go there, either. 

Instead, Whitfield packed his bags for 
Ocala and the Central Florida program of 
Coach Gene Smithson. Whitfield didn’t 
disappoint. As a freshman he earned all- 
conference honors as he averaged 17.1 
points and 4.7 assists per game. He im- 
proved as a sophomore, averaging 19.6 
points and 5.6 assists and was named 
third team junior college All-America. 
Although Whitfield had several major col- 
lege offers, he picked Alabama. “My par- 
ents and grandparents wanted to see me 
play for Alabama,” he said. “Maybe home- 
sickness had a little to do with it, too. 
Ocala was a long way from home.” 

No one expected Whitfield to be a big 
scorer at Alabama. Indeed, his most pro- 
ductive game offensively came in Bama’s 
third game of this season when he hit five 
of nine field goals and a free throw for 11 
points against Tennessee Tech. His only 
other double figure scoring game came in 
a loss to Bucknell when he had 10 points. 

Whitfield’s days as a starter may be over, 
but he said the four starts he earned early 
this season were exciting. “It feels good to 
hear your name announced,” he said. But 
regardless of his status, Whitfield said, “I 
play the same whether I’m starting or 
coming off the bench. My job is to push 
the ball on offense, to get it into the hands 
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Marco Whitfield was a star in high school and in junior college, but is a role player for the Crimson 
Tide. Whitfield uses his quickness to get the job done on offense and defense. 


of an open man, and to play good defense. 
Thats where my quickness comes in. If I 
can get around my man, that’s going to 
draw someone to me and that means that 
someone is going to be open. On defense, 
it allows me to pressure the ball, knowing 
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I have the quickness to stay with my 
man.” Whitfield said that when he’s on 
the bench he uses the time to study, to see 
what the opposing point guard is trying to 
do on offense and where he might be vul- 
nerable on defense. 
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Baseball Outlook: 


Tide Aims 
For College 
World Series 


by John Barnes 


After extraordinary 1995 
season, Bama baseball 
has reason for optimism 


s Jim Wells prepares for his second 

season at the helm of the Alabama 

baseball program, Crimson Tide fans 
have reason for optimism. With seven posi- 
tion starters returning, the defending 
Southeastern Conference West Division 
Tournament champions are poised to make 
a run at even bigger things in 1996. 

There is little doubt Bama will field a 
strong team in 1996. However, success came 
quick for a young 1995 Tide team and Wells 
must guard against complacency. “So far, I 
have not seen any evidence of that,” said 
Wells. “They worked hard in fall practice 
and everyone seems dedicated to improving 
this spring.” 

Finishing with a 42-23 record, improve- 
ment for the 1996 Tide could mean a trip to 
Omaha, Nebraska, and the College World 
Series. 

Wells believes his '96 Tide will indeed be 
an improved club, but stops short of declar- 
ing his team a legitimate contender for the 
CWS. “I feel confident we'll be a better of 
fensive team,” said Wells. “But we've still 
got some question marks, especially with 
our pitching. The best thing is, we've got 
some depth at almost every position. We've 
got guys battling for positions and that’s a 
healthy thing. We did not have that luxury 
last year.” 

One thing Bama will not have in its favor 
in 1996 is the element of surprise. Few, if 
any, expected the Tide to make any noise in 
1995 and the team managed to sneak up on 
a number of opponents en route to an 18-11 
SEC worksheet. 


Rusty Loflin (left) and Chris Miller are expected 
to provide much of the offensive firepower for 
this year’s Alabama baseball team. 

Barry Fikes Photo 


16 


”” vr = ES ee Se ll aa ————— — To _ os 
—— se es ee i ica i i) i lc A i le 


3 a! 


Nevertheless, the Tide turned some heads 
and made believers of everyone around the 
SEC. 

Wells is reasonably confident that his Tide 
will once again field a strong team. There 
are a few question marks, most notably on 
the pitching staff, but a strong nucleus of 
experienced players will return, as well as 
some talented backups. 

Following fall practice, college baseball's 
version of spring training, Wells feels good 
about what his team accomplished. 

“We went for four weeks and I'm overall 
pretty pleased,” said Wells. “Normally we 
would go for five weeks or longer, but our 
season Starts early this year and since the 
NCAA only allows us 22 weeks a year for 
practice and games, we felt it would be bet- 
ter to use that extra time preparing for our 
first game which is on February 9.” 

The question on everyone's mind is, “Will 
this be a better team than last year?” 

“1 wish I could answer that definitively,” 
said Wells. “Offensively, we should be better. 
I'm hoping we'll run the bases a little better. 
But as far as pitching goes, we have some 
question marks. Some of our pitchers have 
had off-season arm problems, some of our 
other returners have not improved the way | 
would like. It looks like we may have to rely 
pretty heavily on some of the new guys if 
we're going to have an improved staff.” 


efensively, Alabama returns one of 
D the most experienced squads in the 
conference. 

Leading the way is big first baseman Chris 
Moller. Known as “Big Daddy” to his team- 
mates, the 6-3, 258-pound Moller rose from 
relative obscurity to become the team’s of- 
fensive stalwart. Originally signed as a third 
baseman/pitcher, Moller stepped in for an 
injured Jason Jordan early in the season and 
never relinquished the spot. 

Moller started 53 of the team’s 65 games, 
batting .405 (third highest in school histo- 
ry), tied for the team lead in runs batted in 
with 44, slugged 10 home runs and led the 
team in slugging percentage at .633. For his 
efforts, Moller has been named third-team 
pre-season All-America. 

At second base, steady Joe Caruso (.298, 5 
HR, 26 RBI) returns and hopes to have a 
better year at the plate. A solid defensive 
player with a quick release, Caruso will be a 
part of one of the most experienced middle 
infields anywhere. 

At shortstop, Brett Taft (.306, 7 HR, 30 
RBI) returns and is entering his fourth sea- 
son as Bama’s starting shortstop. Never 
known as an offensive power, Taft surprised 
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Chris Eilers is the ace of the Alabama pitching staff. Eilers, a junior, is a three-year starter for the Tide. 
University of Alabama Photo by Kent Gidley 


Wells and his teammates with his perfor- 
mance at the plate. A starter under Barry 
Shollenberger during Bama’s dismal 1993 
and '94 seasons, Taft personifies the Tide's 
renewed enthusiasm under Wells. 

At third base, Nate Duncan is the return- 
ing starter and seems to have an edge at this 
point. A solid glove man at the hot corner, 
Duncan's lack of productivity at the plate 
last year (.165 with 14 RBI) could open the 
door for a number of newcomers. However, 
with the high number of right-handed hit- 


ters in the SEC, a good glove at third may be 
more important than a good bat. 

Behind the plate, Bama loses 1995 backup 
and 1994 starter Alan Hill, but returns last 
year’s starter Dax Norris (.283, 3 HR, 34 RBI). 
A good defensive catcher with a better-than- 
average arm, Norris will be instrumental to 
bringing along the Tide's younger pitchers. 

In the outfield, Bama looks to be in pretty 
good shape. Gone is last year's starter in can- 
ter field, Anthony Dubose, but Wells will re- 
turn three players who proved to be the 
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backbone of the Tide offensive attack in '95. 

In left field, sophomore Drew Bounds 
(.282, 1 HR, 14 RBI) returns as the starter 
and is coming off a good fall. 

In right, sophmore Dustan Mohr is back 
and, along with Moller, will account for a 
large part of the Tide’s offensive attack. 
Batting .293 and leading the team in homers 
with 12, Mohr proved to be one of the top 
freshmen in the SEC in 1995. 

Senior Rusty Loflin was Bama’s “Mr. 
Versatility” in 1995. Starting 23 games in the 
outfield, as well as being Bama’s top pinch 
hitter, Loflin hit .298 with five homers and 
23 RBI's. Named Most Valuable Player for 
his exploits in leading the Tide to the SEC 
West tournament title, Loflin will probably 
see some time as Norris’ backup at catcher. 

Tide fans will see two new faces in center 
field. Two junior college transfers, Doug 
Hall and David Tidwell, will battle for play- 
ing time. Both have excellent speed, an es- 
sential ingredient to success in center. 
Neither, however, has had the opportunity 
to prove themselves against SEC-caliber 
pitching. 

Alabama will feature a number of promis- 
ing newcomers. Among them, pitcher/out- 
fielder Corey Spires, a junior transfer from 
Alvin Community College in Texas; junior 
transfer Robbie Tucker from Huntsville who 
will push Moller at first; and true freshman 
Andy Phillips from Demopolis who will pro- 
vide back-up help at third. 


n the mound, Wells will return a 
Or of experience, but off-season 

arm problems to two conference 
starters make for an uncertain future. 

Junior Chris Eilers (6-3, 3.48 earned run 
average) is the team’s top returning pitcher, 
but a non-baseball related injury over the 
summer has hampered his progress. 
However, Wells believes that Eilers should 
be close to 100 per cent when conference 
play begins. 

Senior righty Joel Colgrove (6-4, 4.40 
ERA) returns and needs to improve for 
1996. Showing flashes of brilliance last year, 
such as a one-hit shutout of LSU in Baton 
Rouge, Colgrove has yet to gain the consis- 
tency needed to become a top conference 
pitcher. 

Senior lefty Tim Young (6-3, 1.67 ERA) 
emerged as the team’s closer last year and 
should play a similar role this year. The only 
left-hander of note on the squad, Young's 
late-inning heroics were good for seven 
saves. He could join the starting rotation in 
a pinch. 

One player that excites Wells is true fresh- 
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man Manny Torres from Trumbell, 
Connecticut. A much sought-after high 
school phenom, Wells sees big things on the 
horizon from the young right-hander. 

Perhaps the biggest question mark is that 
of senior John Collins (5-5, 3.62 ERA). 
Failing to participate in fall practice due to 
elbow problems, Collins has spent the last 
several months in rehabilitation, Wells is 
worried about his status. 

Other middle-of-the-week pitchers include 
junior transfer Skip Ames, vereran Buster 
Duman and junior transfer Byron Tribe. 

Alabama’s home schedule will feature 
some of the top teams in the SEC. Home se- 
ries against Florida, nationally ranked 
Tennessee, Mississippi State, Ole Miss and 


Head Coach: Jim Wells 


1996 Alabama Baseball Roster 


No Name BT Hgt Wet cl Exp Hometown 
Infielders 
5 Joe Caruso RR 58 198 Jr 2L Lock Haven, Pa. 
30 Jayson Cox RR 6-1 177 Fr. HS Hueytown 
1l Heath Davis R-R 5-10 164 Jr. Jc Columbus, Ga. 
7 Nate Duncan RR 61 196 Jr. 1L Shreveport, La. 
20 Eric Goldis LR 5-l1l 180 Jr. RS Sarasota, Fla. 
23 Harrel Hill RR 60 166 Jr. Jc New Hope 
10 Chris Miller RR 63 258 Sr. 1L Huntsville 
2 Andy Phillips RR 60 188 Fr. HS Demopolis 
1 Brett Taft RR 58 170 Sr. 3L Hueytown 
35 Robbie Tucker LL 60 204 Jr. Jc Huntsville 
33 Brandon Watson R-R_ 5-9 185 Jr. RS Hartselle 
Catchers 
13. Kevin Dees RR 60 176 Fr. RS Daphne 
4 Dax Norris R-R 5-10 190 St 1L LaGrange, Ga. 
Outfielders 
6 Drew Bounds LL 60 206 So. 1L West Point, Miss. 
27 Doug Hall LL 5-ll 166 Jr. Jc Gallatin, Tenn. 
9 Rusty Loflin RR 60 229 Sr. 1L Porterville, Calif. 
28 Brad Lowell RR 60 189 Fr. RS Theodore 
32 Dustan Mohr RR 60 204 So. 1L Hattiesburg, Miss. 
12 Corey Spiers LL 60 182 Jr. Jc Alvin, Texas 
26 David Tidwell RR 5-9 164 Jr. Jc Grenada, Miss. 
Pitchers 
18 Skip Ames RR 6-1 178 Jr. Jc Houston, Texas 
38 Tripp Baldwin RR 6-1 160 Fr. HS Mobile 
21 Andy Bernard RR 6-2 197 Jr. Jc Bakersfield, Calif. 
Joel Holgrove RR 64 225 Sr. 3L Boligee 
37 John Collins RR 6-5 229 Sr. 3L Alabaster 
31 Buster Duman LR 6-1 183 Sr. 1L Miami, Fla. 
15 Chris Eilers RR 60 187 Jr. 2L Huntsville 
40 Kevin Jones LL 6-2 192 Fr. HS Lafayette, La. 
19 Manny Torres RR 60 168 Fr. HS Trumbell, Conn. 
16 Byron Tribe RR 6-2 193 Jr. Jc Houston, Texas 
Tim Young LL 5-9 168 Sr. 1L Bristol, Fla. 


Assistant Coaches: Mitch Gaspard, Todd Butler and Kirk Blount 


Auburn have Wells hoping for an all-time 
attendance record. 

Alabama is adding 2,000 bleacher seats 
down the right field line and by the middle 
of May total capacity of Sewell-Thomas 
Stadium will be 4,700. Wells hopes the in- 
creased seating, coupled with a competitive 
team, will land the Tide an NCAA regional 
in 1996 or 1997. 

Overall, it should be an interesting year. 
Ranked number 18 by Baseball America and 
number 22 in Collegiate Baseball's pre-sea- 
son poll, Wells’ Tide has a chance to accom- 
plish some great things. If Bama can respond 
to the lofty expectations placed upon them 
by fans and the media, a trip to Omaha 
could truly become a reality. 
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Track & Field Outlook: 


Veterans Will Lead The Way 


by Louise Ford 


Distance events appear 
to be primary Tide strength 


was one that can be labeled, “What 

could have been.” The men’s team en- 
tered the outdoor season coming off of a 
19th place finish at the NCAA Indoor 
Championships and a flood of talent return- 
ing, but injuries in the early season and as 
late as May possibly cost the Tide a top six 
Southeastern Conference finish and a top 10 
national finish. 

Omokaro Alohan, who won the SEC in- 
door 400-meters, broke his foot in March 
and missed the outdoor season. All-America 
javelin thrower Joakim Nilsson tore liga- 
ments in his elbow on his first throw at the 
outdoor SEC Championship. He still fin- 
ished second, but was unable to help the 
Tide at the NCAA Championships. While 
Nilsson’s collegiate career is over, a positive 
for Alabama is that Alohan returns for the 
1996 outdoor season. 

Another familiar face back this season is 
All-America long jumper Andrew Owusu. 
He has indoor eligibility remaining. With 
several experienced competitors returning 
this season, Alabama hopes to improve on 
its ninth place SEC finish and again advance 
to the NCAA Championships. 

“Our goals are the same as they are every 
year: to finish in the top six at the SEC 
Championships and to be among the top 20 
at the NCAA Championships,” Head Coach 
Doug Williamson said. 

The obvious strength of the women’ pro- 
gram this year is in its middle-distance run- 
ners. The team will be boosted by a more 
experienced sprint corps, which should be a 
factor when the SEC and NCAA champi- 
onships roll around. 

“We have some experienced performers 
back who are proven entities and we will 
add into the mix some young athletes who 
will be getting their first taste of SEC com- 
petition this year,” Williamson said. 

The Tide will be without two of its All- 
America distance runners, Becki Wells, who 
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F or the Alabama men, the 1995 season 


Doug Williamson 


transferred to Florida, and Malin Ohlund, 
who completed her eligibility last year. 
Apart from Ohlund and Wells, the Tide re- 
turns all its point-scorers from last season. 

“Realistically we will probably struggle to 
finish in the top six at the SEC 
Championships, but we could be a top 20 
team nationally,” Williamson said. 

Here's a look at the 1996 Crimson Tide 
men’s and women’s track and field teams by 
general areas: 

SPRINTS/MIDDLE DisTANCES 

Leading the way for the men will be Deon 
Irby, who returns to compete in the 100 and 
200 meters, and Omokaro, who is the de- 
fending indoor SEC 400-meter champion. 
“Deon has been a point-getter for us and we 
will need him to do it again,” said 
Williamson. “Omokaro can be a leader for 
us. After a great indoor season for him last 
year, he was injured and we redshirted him 
outdoors. 

“The only question is how far back he's 
come from the broken bone he suffered last 
year.” 

A new face to look for is sprinter and hur- 
dler Ken Fambro, a product of Tuscaloosa’s 
Central High School. 

“Ken was a nationally-ranked high school 
performer. He will lend strong support to 
our relay ensemble,” Williamson said. 

The bulk of Alabama's experience lies with 
its middle-distance runners. 

“Faizal Emamaullee will definitely be a 


factor in the SEC,” Williamson said. He is 
entering the track season after his most suc- 
cessful cross country season. He was seventh 
at the SEC Championships, fifth at the 
District Ill Championships and 18th at the 
NCAA Championships. He earned All- 
America honors for his performance. 

Nick Middleton and Brian Hesson, who is 
coming off an All-SEC cross country season, 
will also be factors. Sam Barall will hopefully 
be a scorer in the steeplechase event. James 
McIngvale suffered a severe hand injury in 
the fall and is continuing to rehab in prepa- 
ration for the track season. 

Newcomer Mark Sesay will help the Tide 
in the 800 meters and the relays. 

For the women, the corps of sprinters is 
an improved and more experienced group 
from a year ago. Led by Carmetia Mackey, 
the Tide sprint team could play a factor this 
season. Mackey was an SEC scorer last year 
and advanced to the outdoor NCAA 
Championships in the 200 and 400 meters. 

Tania Archer returns with a year of experi- 
ence in SEC competition in the 100 and 200 
meters. She scored with an eighth place fin- 
ish in the 200 at outdoor SECs. 

Brandi Nunez is the Tide's top hope in the 
400-meter hurdles. She ran career fast times 
last year and finished seventh at the outdoor 
SEC Championships. 

Hillary Stiefelmeyer competes in the 400- 
meter hurdles and with a year of SEC expe- 
rience behind her, she will play an impor- 
tant supporting role this year. 

Darriea Pigott is a newcomer who was na- 
tionally ranked in high school sprint races 
and should be a help to the team this year. 
Mikaela Perry returns in the 55, 100 and 
200-meter events and another newcomer, 
Sheilah Parker, will lend support in the 
sprint races. 

Look for Alabama's relay team to be, “dra- 
matically improved,” with the mix of new- 
comers and talent returning. 

FIELD EVENTS 

On the men’s side, the top returnee is 
Derek Diefendorf, a point-scorer in the dis- 
cus. He placed seventh in the discus at the 
1995 SEC outdoor championships. 

A new addition who could prove benefi- 
cial to the field events team is Mats Nilsson, 
brother of former Tide All-America Joakim 
Nilsson. Mats comes to Alabama as one of 
the top javelin throwers in the world-wide 
junior competition. Williamson said he will 
make an “immediate impact,” on this team. 
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Alabama's men's and women's track and field teams will be led by (left to right) distance runner Jessica Fry, middle distance star Donna Cargill, long jumper 
Andrew Owusu and 400-meter sprinter Omokaro Alohan. 


The team also “has a flood of people who 
have never been point-getters, but they will 
play a large supporting role this year,” 
Williamson said. Chris Trawick is an indi- 
vidual who will play a supporting role this 
year competing in the high jump. 

The Tide looks forward to the return of 
All-America Andrew Owusu for the indoor 
season. He won the SEC outdoor long jump 
championship last year and will be among 
the favorites to capture the indoor titles this 
year. He will also be a factor in Alabama's 
NCAA hopes, as last year he single-handed- 
ly placed the Tide men 19th in the nation at 
the NCAA outdoor championships. 

Last year the field events were the Tide 
women’s biggest weakness. Williamson re- 
cruited individuals who will hopefully im- 
prove the Tide's field event chances. 

“This was a glaring weakness for us last 
year,” Williamson said. “No Alabama 
woman scored in any field event.” 

Newcomer Elizabeth Aldrich from 
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Fredonia, New York, will compete in the 
shot put and discus. She holds her high 
school and county record in both events. 
Allison Maddox is a freshman from 
Birmingham who will compete in the high 
jump. “These two women have the best po- 
tential to be immediate impact people on 
our team,” Williamson said. 
DISTANCES 

This is definitely the area with the largest 
amount of proven quality performers. 
Returning in the distance events are 
Emamaullee, Hesson, and Barall with the 
addition of newcomers Tim Broe, Dean 
Fulmer and John Williamson. Broe and 
Fulmer are coming off of the cross country 
season, where they both finished the season 
as two of Alabama's top seven runners. 

Williamson (the son of Bama’s coach and a 
state champion in high school) could be a 
help to the Tide in the 800 and 1500 mid- 
dle-distance events as well. 

For the women Donna Cargill leads the 
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way in the middle distance events after a 
successful junior year. She scored at both 
the indoor and outdoor SEC championships 
and qualified for the NCAA outdoor cham- 
pionships. She primarily runs the 800 me- 
ters. Also running the 800 meters and the 
1,500 meters will be Caroline Kerr. 

Jessica Fry is the Tide's top returnee in the 
distance events. She will compete in the 
3,000 and 5,000-meter events. She is a two- 
time All-America and was second in the 
5,000 at the indoor SEC championship and 
fourth at the indoor NCAA championship. 

Also returning are Carrie Garritson, who 
scored at both the indoor and outdoor SEC 
Championships in the 5,000 and 10,000- 
meters; Elisa Currins, who is an SEC point- 
scorer in the 5,000 meters; and Ashley 
Patrick, who has also scored in the 5,000 
and 10,000 events at the SEC championship. 
Joanne Bolton will add support to this 
group. She scored at the SEC Indoor 
Championships in the 5,000 meters. 
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COLLEGIATE COLLECTABLES PRESENTS... 


Denny Chimes 
W 6'/2" x H 10" x D 61/2" 


Univ. of Ala. Sign 
W 7%/" x H 15/a" x D 21/4" 


HE COLLEGIATE EXPERI- 
ENCE embodies much more 
than just a college educa- 
tion. It produces a personal 
relationship with and love for an insti- 
tution that forever becomes a part of 
one’s life. 

Each Collegiate Collectable is metie- 
ulously designed and crafted with that 
lifetime collegiate pride in mind. Ex- 
treme care is given to insure high qual- 
ify standards are met and to protect 
fhe value and collectability of each 
piece. 

Each handpainted Collegiate Callec- 
table, strictly limited in issue size, is in- 
dividually numbered and hand-in- 
spected for quality, workmanship and 
uerification of production number as- 
signment, Individual pieces are pro- 
duced only during the year of issuance 
atier which production is halted and 
the molds destroyed. 

in addition, each Collegiate Collec- 
table is officially licensed and autho- 
rized by the University of Alabama. 
Revenues generated by licensed prod- 
ucts assist the university in carrying 
out its education mission through 
scholarships and academic programs. 
©1995 Collegiate Collectables 
P.O. Drawer 360207 Birmingham, AL 35236 


The President's Mansion is Collegiate Col- 
lectable’s 1995 release for the Alabama 
Collection. This building, built in 1841, was 
one of only four campus buildings to sur- 
vive when Union troops raided the Univer- 
sity in April 1865 and stands today as a 
symbol of the University’s heritage. This 
piece is a perfect complement to Colle- 
giate Collectable’s 1994 initial Alabama 
Collection release, Denny Chimes, The 
issue size of the President’s Mansion is 
strictly limited to 5000 pieces. 


Alabama Collection Accessory 


University of Alabama Sign 


President's Mansion 
W9"xH7"x D 91/2" 


THE ALABAMA COLLECTION 
1995 Release 


The President's Mansion 
Issue Size: 5000 


1994 Release 

Denny Chimes 

Issue Size: 3000 

(limited number available) 


Alabama Collection Accessory 
University of Alabama Sign $24.95 


$69.95 


$69.95 


To Order: 
1-800-750-4567 


Monday - Friday 8a.m.-5p.m. CT 


Also available at selected retail outlets. 


Shalonda Enis: 


Transfer Has Made Quick Transition 


by Donna Fromme 


Women's basketball team had been depleted, but Shalonda Enis has filled the gaps 


he is the talk of the town, the toast 
S of Celeste. And no wonder. It was 

Shalonda Enis who put the town of 
Celeste, Texas, population around 726, on 
the map...literally. Texas highway maps 
didn’t include the tiny town until Celeste 
High School, led by Enis, won back-to- 
back state girls’ basketball championships 
in 1992 and 1993 and state officials decid- 
ed the titles warranted adding Celeste to 
its road maps. 

Tuscaloosa and The University of 
Alabama have been a hub city in the 
world of collegiate athletics for decades, 
so the presence of the National Junior 
College 1995 Player of the Year hasn’t 
called for any cartographer work. But 
what Enis has done for Crimson Tide 
women’s basketball is statewide news. 

In a year where all outside forces 
seemed to dictate Alabama could not 
compete, Enis has kept Alabama ranked 
among the nation’s top teams and in the 
hunt for a fifth consecutive NCAA 
Tournament berth. And the former junior 
college star from Trinity Valley 
Community College in Athens, Texas, has 
established herself as a bona fide All- 
America candidate. 

She has ranked among the Southeastern 
Conference leaders in scoring and re- 
bounding throughout the season, and she 
hasn’t built those statistics against the 
weak sisters. Her numbers have come 
against the big ones. Against ninth-ranked 
Georgia Enis had 31 points, 13 rebounds 
and 5 assists. Against eighth-ranked 
Arkansas she had 17 points, 10 rebounds 
and four assists. And against defending 
national champion Connecticut, ranked 
second in the nation at the time, she had 
19 points and six rebounds. 

In five of her first ten games at Alabama 
she scored 30 or more points. In early 
January she was named Southeastern 
Conference Player of the Week, only the 
third Alabama women’s player to earn that 
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honor. And back in Greenville, Texas, ten 
miles from Celeste and the closest city with 
a newspaper, Greenville Herald Sports Editor 
David Claybourn is documenting Enis’ 
Alabama career for the locals. He includes a 
daily update on Enis’ accomplishments. 

Nationally, Enis has been interviewed 
for a story in USA Today, an article de- 
scribing her as “a national player of the 
year candidate. And the Women’s College 
All-Star Game has asked to be kept up-to- 
date on Enis for next year’s game. 


nis’ arrival at Alabama couldn’t 
| come at a better time. The 

Tide of Coach Rick Moody lost four 
starters from last year, including All- 
America guard Niesa Johnson to gradua- 
tion and All-SEC center Yolanda Watkins 
to a pre-season injury. And it was her ju- 
nior college coach, Kurt Budke, who 
pointed her towards Alabama. 

“At first | thought, ‘Alabama? You must 
be crazy, ” Enis said. “But he told me I 
needed to give Alabama a look, so I did. 
When I met Coach Moody and Coach 
Littlejohn (Tide assistant Cheryl 
Littlejohn), 1 absolutely loved them. They 
made me think Alabama just might be a 
place I'd like. When I came here on my re- 
cruiting visit, that made it even better. I 
really liked everything about the school, 
the community and the coaches.” 

Enis appears to be a perfect fit into 
Alabama’s line-up. She is easy-going and 
personable off the court, dominating 
when the ball goes up for the opening tip. 
And she is a winner. Her Celeste High 
School teams had a record of 76-1 as she 
led it to back-to-back state championships 
in her junior and senior seasons. She was 
Texas’ all-time scoring record-holder and 
she signed with Stephen F Austin. 
However, when Gary Blair, the coach at 
Stephen EF Austin, was hired by Arkansas, 
Enis declined the scholarship and went to 
Trinity. 


Her junior college career was also as- 
tounding. She won individual awards as 
National Junior College Tournament MVP, 
national player of the year, and U.S. 
Olympic Festival MVP. She averaged 31.6 
points and 10 rebounds per game as a 
sophomore as she scored a school record 
1,944 points in her two seasons. Trinity 
Valley won the 1994 national champi- 
onship and was runner-up in 1995. With 
Enis in the line-up, Trinity Valley had a 
two-year record of 66-3 (all three losses 
coming at the hands of the same team). 


espite her accomplished back- 
Dew the 21-year-old Enis said 

her instant success at Alabama 
has surprised her. 

“I thought my contributions would 
come later in the season,” Enis said. “It’s 
all about the team. We came together and 
clicked right away. That's what made the 
difference. 

“When I first came in, we played pick- 
up games with each other, and I was just 
so weak. I couldn’t do anything. I felt like 
my shot was terrible and everyone was 
playing above me. I thought, all the other 
girls were probably thinking, ‘She’s sup- 
posed to be an All-America and she can’t 
even play.’ But I composed myself, made 
myself be patient, and I thought it would 
eventually come.” 

It came in her first game. Alabama 
opened the season against Central Florida 
and Enis made her debut with 21 points 
and 15 rebounds. 

She has been particularly good on the 
tournament trail. Prior to the first of the 
year, Alabama played in five tournaments 
and won four of them. In all four of the 
championships, Enis was named tourna- 
ment MVP. 

The 6-1 forward’s success may be in part 
because of an element of surprise she 
brings to the game. She gets most of her 
points from underneath the basket, but 
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she is also capable of hitting the three- 
pointer or driving on the break. She is 
also an excellent defensive player and re- 
bounder, primarily because of her great 
quickness. 

Its no surprise that Enis finds herself 
the marked woman by opposing defenses. 
And she knows how to handle it, because 
she was frequently triple-teamed in her 
junior college playing days. “We have so 
many good players who can shoot from 
inside or outside, that they can’t key on 
just one person,” Enis said. “And when it 
comes, | just tell myself that I have to up 
my game, play harder, and take good 
shots and it will come together.” 


ile Enis’ life on the court ap- 
pears to be charmed, off the 
court it hasn’t always been so 


rosy. She over came what could have been 
a major setback when she was just a 
sophomore at Celeste High School. She 
became pregnant. At a time when school 
and basketball should have been her 
focus, she had to face motherhood. Even 
then she knew that she wanted to avoid 
the stereotype, the unwed mother who 
drops out of school and never achieves 
anything. Shalonda stayed in school. She 
even stayed on the basketball team, play- 
ing into her ninth month. And two weeks 
after son Chase was born on December 7, 
she was back on the basketball court. 
Chase, now five, lives with Shalonda’s fam- 
ily in Celeste. She calls him every day, and 
she was able to go home a couple of times in 
the fall. But where she could see him fre- 
quently when she was playing at Trinity 
Valley, the separation now haunts her. 
Nevertheless, Enis believes she is doing 
the right thing, striving for a college de- 
gree to make a more promising life for the 
two of them. Because of her experience, 
she is majoring in social work at Alabama. 
“I want to contribute what I can to soci- 
ety, to be there for someone,” she said. 
Enis said, “Sometimes I get in one of 
those moods where all I can do is think 
about how Chase is growing up and I’m 
not there to watch him. That can be really 
sad. But I know that he knows what I’m 
doing is for the best and that I’m going to 
be with him one day soon. We talk about 
that all the time. 
“When I went home for Christmas, he 
told me that we were going to get a house 
and we were going to have our own 
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Shalonda Enis was a junior college All-America, but her fast start for the Alabama women's basketball 
team must still be considered something of a surprise. 


Christmas together one day,” she said. 
“He tells everyone that I’m at school play- 
ing basketball and trying to learn some- 
thing. And he also tells me that he’s going 
to be as good a basketball player as I am, 
that he’s going to be as tall as 1 am. He got 
a basketball goal for Christmas.” 


University of Alabama Photo by Kent Gidley 


And her friends in Celeste are support- 
ive. “They tell me to go out there and rep- 
resent Celeste,” she said. “They tell me 
how proud they are of me, and that helps 
a lot.” 

And Shalonda Enis has helped Alabama 
women's basketball a lot. 
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Jeff Coleman: 


Alabama Loses A Treasure 


he life of Jefferson Jackson Coleman 
j was an extraordinary one, and when 
it ended on December 19, a few 
months shy of his 90th birthday, the world 
of college athletics, the state of Alabama, 
and, particularly, The University of 
Alabama lost a treasure. Jeff Coleman 
served The University in a variety of posi- 
tions for 50 years, but his value to his alma 
mater (class of 1929) extended far beyond 
his salaried duties and for more than two 
decades after his retirement in 1974. No 
one was more aware of the history and tra- 
dition of Alabama football than Mr. 
Coleman. And certainly no one was closer 
to the scene of Crimson Tide football since 
the beginning of its glory days in the 
1920s, because he had been a part of so 
much of it. Journalists and sports histori- 
ans wanting to detail a part of Alabama 
football history knew (or quickly learned) 
that a visit with Mr. Coleman was the best 
place to begin. 

Upon Coleman's death, University 
President Dr. Roger Sayers said, 
“University of Alabama sports lore is full of 
legendary names and figures, people who 
made a real difference in helping The 
University achieve greatness. Certainly, Jeff 
Coleman’s name stands prominent on any 
list of people who have made a lasting con- 
tribution to The University. His enthusiasm 
for The University knew no bounds, and 
The University community will truly miss 
him.” 

Coleman came to Alabama from 
Livingston in 1925 intending to play foot- 
ball. But there wasn’t much call for a 125- 
pound quarterback, and so he hung up his 
homemade football shoes and became 
manager of the football team, coached by 
Wallace Wade. He later became student 
secretary to Wade. 

That 1925 season was an historic one for 
Alabama football and for Jeff Coleman. The 
Crimson Tide was invited to the Rose 
Bowl. Coleman made the trip, writing arti- 
cles for The University’s student newspa- 
per, The Crimson White, and for The New 
York Times. Coleman watched Alabama de- 
feat Washington, 20-9, and he would see 
every Alabama bowl game in person until 
illness forced him to miss Bama’s 30-25 win 
over Colorado in the Blockbuster Bowl at 
the end of the 1991 season. He witnessed 
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Jeff Coleman 


some 671 Alabama football games in per- 
son, including 43 bowl games. 

In 1927, while still a student, he was ap- 
pointed business manager of athletics, a 
position which he held until 1954. In 
1949-50 he was Alabama’ acting athletics 
director. He also served as manager of 
University Supply Store and finished his of- 
ficial University affiliation as director of 
Alumni Affairs from 1954 through 1974. 


and Athletics Director Paul Bryant 

once said, “Jeff Coleman has been 
one of the solid, guiding hands behind The 
University of Alabama ever since I can re- 
member; and that dates back to the early 
1930s. I personally doubt if anyone has 
given more of his time, energy and dedica- 
tion. As a player in the 1930s, I vividly re- 
call Jeff handling the tickets, game arrange- 
ments, and seemingly being everywhere at 
one time. Then as the years passed, many 
of the athletics policies we still follow were 
formulated by Jeff and various committees. 
He also served the Southeastern 
Conference with great distinction on the 
television committee and helped force the 
rules and regulations that were adopted 
back in the early days of football being 
telecast. This wasn’t an easy chore, since 
they had nothing to fall back on in the way 
of precedent and it took many hours of dis- 
cussion and clear thinking to formulate the 


F ormer Alabama Head Football Coach 


policy. He has always been a great asset to 
the A Club. We have often called on him 
for help in all sorts of areas that overlap 
athletics and alumni activities. And certain- 
ly I can’t overlook his work on the 
Athletics Committee. This committee 
changes membership just about every year 
with faculty members going off and new 
ones coming on. Jeff is always the person 
who gives them guidance and background 
on the functions of the committee, and has 
been a tremendous help to the Athletics 
Department through the years.” 

He chaired the committee which over 
saw the planning and construction of 
Memorial Coliseum (renamed Coleman 
Coliseum in 1988) and was a member of 
the committee for a feasibility study for the 
expansion of Bryant-Denny Stadium. He 
also served on the committee to plan the 
Paul W. Bryant Continuing Education 
Center, the new Alumni Hall, and the Paul 
W. Bryant Museum. 

Coleman served as president of the 
Southeastern Conference Athletic Business 
Managers and was a member of the NCAA 
Executive Committee and the NCAA 
Television Committee. 

Walter Byers, the now-retired legendary 
NCAA executive director, said, “Always a 
great friend of higher education, and an 
ambassador of good will of unusual ability 
for The University of Alabama, Jeff 
Coleman always was a stanch guardian of 
the interest of the colleges when dealing 
with networks and other non-college orga- 
nizations. He was very conscious of the 
image and interest of The University and of 
the well-being of the student-athlete. 
Always thoroughly prepared for any meet- 
ing, he was always an adept negotiator dur- 
ing a period when the rights paid to the 
colleges for football television increased 
markedly.” 

He received virtually every honor that 
could be bestowed by The University. 
Additionally, he was inducted into the 
Alabama Sports Hall of Fame in 1973, was 
honored by the National Football 
Foundation and Hall of Fame for his con- 
tributions to football in 1975, and was 
made an honorary life member of the 
Alabama Sports Writers Association and 
made permanent chairman of its Hall of 
Fame Nominating Committee in 1982. 

—Kirk McNair 
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BAMA SCORECARD 


Final Poll 

Although Alabama’s football team was in- 
eligible for a bowl game this year, it didn’t 
affect the Crimson Tide’s standing in the 
final Associated Press poll. Bama was ranked 
21st going into the bowl games and 21st fol- 
lowing them. Only four SEC teams made the 
final top 25. Florida was second, despite its 
pounding at the hands of number one 
Nebraska in the Fiesta Bowl, while 
Tennessee moved up to third following its 
win over Ohio State in the Citrus Bowl. 
Auburn fell all the way to 22nd, behind 
Alabama, after being trounced by Penn State 
in the Outback Bowl. 


Draft Prospects 

When the National Football League has its 
annual draft April 20-21, it is expected that 
only a few 1995 Alabama seniors will be se- 
lected, according to a survey done by USA 
Today. The newspaper said that Toderick 
Malone is ranked as the fourth best wide re- 
ceiver in the draft, while Shannon Brown 
ranks second and Kendrick Burton fourth 
among defensive tackles. 


Flippers 

When Dallas and Green Bay played for the 
NFC Championship Game to earn the berth 
in the Super Bowl, a pair of former Alabama 
greats were on hand for the ceremonial coin 
toss. Former Bama and Green Bay quarter- 
back Bart Starr was one of three former 
Green Bay players on the field for the toss of 
the coin, while former Tide and Dallas 
linebacker Lee Roy Jordan was one of two 
ex-Dallas players to participate. 

Following Dallas’ 38-27 win, the team was 
presented the championship trophy by Jordan. 


Domination 

In 1971, 25 years ago, Auburn's men’s bas- 
ketball team swept Alabama, giving the 
Tigers seven consecutive wins over Alabama 
and a 31-25 advantage in the all-time series. 

This year when Alabama defeated Auburn, 
72-65, it marked the 12th consecutive time 
that Alabama has defeated Auburn in 
Coleman Coliseum. In fact, Alabama has won 
24 of the last 25 home games. And Bama has 
won 45 of the 55 games played since 1971, 
giving Alabama a 70-41 lead in the series. 


SEC Basketball Schedule 

There are two unique aspects of Alabama’s 
1995-96 men’s basketball schedule, one of 
which also could have an effect on Bama 
football. Alabama is the only SEC team 
which the conference office did not assign a 
Saturday home game in January and the first 
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week in February. Bama’s first Saturday 
home game is February 17. That's the re- 
cruiting time for football, and most 
prospects make official visits on those week- 
ends. A home basketball game is considered 
a major part of a recruiting weekend since it 
allows the prospects to see the student 
body's enthusiasm for athletics. It is also a 
time when a basketball team is battling to 
get into contention, and Saturday crowds are 
historically better than in mid-week. 

Alabama is also the only SEC team not 
given consecutive home games. Historically, 
a team has a much better chance to win at 
home. Not having back-to-back home games 
makes it more difficult for a team to get win- 
ning momentum going. 

Once upon a time SEC schedules were 
done by computer, which has no bias. In 
view of this year’s schedule, which only the 
naive would consider coincidence, Alabama 
officials might request that the SEC return 
to computer scheduling. 


Student-Athlete 

Alabama junior basketball forward Eric 
Washington not only ranks as one of the top 
players in the SEC, he is also getting the job 
done in the classroom. Washington's three- 
point basket with 2.8 seconds to play, which 
lifted Alabama to an upset 56-55 win over 
12th-ranked Mississippi State in Starkville, 
was named the CBS Play of the Week; and 
he was named to the Dean’ List after make 
three As and two Bs for a 3.57 grade point 
average in the fall semester. 


Canadian Cager 

One of the top basketball prospects in 
North America is 6-10 power forward Jamar 
Magiliore of Toronto, Canada. 

Kentucky has been most often mentioned 
as likely to sign Magiliore, but the primary 
question is one of academics. A report in 
late December said that if Magiliore attained 
senior eligibility this season he would visit 
Kentucky, North Carolina and Michigan, 
then choose between Connecticut, Syracuse, 
Wake Forest, George Washington, Duke and 
Alabama for his final two visits. That's pretty 
heady basketball company for the Tide. 

The report added that Magiliore will have 
to make up three courses in night school 
and improve his standardized test score 
(ACT or SAT) in order to be eligible. 


Freshman Candidate 

Dominique Canty, a high school All- 
America point guard at Whitney Young High 
School in Chicago, was compared to former 
Bama All-America Niesa Johnson when she 


signed with Alabama’s women's basketball 
team last year. Now Canty is making a bid 
for SEC Freshman of the Year. She led 
Alabama to a road win over eighth-ranked 
Arkansas with a game-high 23 points and 
has been named to all-tournament teams 
three times. She had scored in double digits 
in all but three of Alabama's games and had 
a double-double (16 points, 13 rebounds) in 
a Tide win over Western Kentucky, a 1995 
NCAA Sweet 16 team. 


Redshirted 

Freshman women's basketball player Jaqui 
Jones, a teammate of Dominique Canty at 
Chicago’s Whitney Young High School, is 
officially a redshirt for this season. Jones has 
problems with tendons in both knees. 


Bit Player 

Some Alabama women’s basketball players 
might be a little conscious of being on tele- 
vision as several Bama games have been tele- 
cast this year. But it shouldn’t bother junior 
Amber Lacey, who is from Altadena, 
California, near Los Angeles. Amber has 
worked in the summer as an extra in a few 
movies. In fact, on a recent road trip she had 
her teammates gathered around a television 
set to catch a glimpse of her in a made-for- 
television movie. 


Johnson On Draft List 

Niesa Johnson, a two-time All-America 
guard who played for Alabama's women's bas- 
ketball team from 1992-95, has been notified 
that her name is among 34 players who will 
be considered first round choices when the 
American Basketball League holds its first 
draft in May for the newly-formed women’s 
professional league in the United States. 

Johnson began her professional career in 
late August with a six-figure contract in 
Faenza, France, but returned to the United 
States before Christmas to prepare for the 
draft. She had originally planned to play for 
some of the exhibition teams in the newly- 
formed Women’s Major Basketball League, 
basing herself out of Nashville, but opted 
not to do that when she learned of her high 
status in the rival ABL. 

Johnson will become the first former 
Alabama women’s athlete to have her own 
sports camp when the Niesa Johnson 
Basketball Camps are held in June at 
Birmingham Southern College and in her 
hometown of Clinton, Mississippi. 


Playing Softball 
Kalum Haack, 38, has been named head 
coach of Alabama’s newest intercollegiate 
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sport, women’s softball. Haack, who comes to 
Alabama from Kansas, will recruit players 
from junior college and from high school this 
spring and competition will begin next spring. 

Alabama added the sport as part of the on- 
going battle to be in compliance with gender 
equity. Alabama now has 11 women's sports 
and nine men’s sports. 

Haack has had nine All-America players in 
his coaching career. His Kansas team won last 
year’s Big Eight championship with a 14-0 
record. While at Kansas, three of his players 
earned Academic All-America. 

He had previously coached at Sam Houston 
State (his alma mater, where he was a football 
linebacker) in 1987 and has been at Kansas 
since 1988. He was also an assistant at Sam 
Houston State and at Nebraska. 

In his eight seasons at Kansas his teams 
were 283-158-2, including a 44-17 mark in 
1990 and a 45-10 record in 1992. The 
Jayhawks were nationally ranked each of the 
past five years. He was Big Eight Coach of the 
Year in 1992 when his team went to the 
College World Series. 


Gymnasts Number One 

The Alabama gymnastics team of Coach 
Sarah Patterson has its goal as winning the 
national title when the NCAA 
Championships are held in Coleman 
Coliseum April 25-27. But for now the 
Crimson Tide will have to be satisfied with its 
pre-season ranking, which is number one. 
The Tide was picked first in a poll of college 
gymnastics coaches. Utah, Michigan, UCLA 
and Georgia round out the top five. 


Fast Times 

Senior Tide freestyle specialist Alex Voris 
currently has the fastest times recorded by 
any SEC swimmer in the glamour events, the 
100- and 200-yard sprints. He has marks of 
-44.1 and 1:36.61. All-America Russ 
McDowell has the best time in the 100-yard 
butterfly and second best in the 200. Adam 
McBride also ranks among the league leaders 
with a fifth best time in the 100-yard breast- 
stroke and seventh in the 200. The Tide 
men’s 200-yard medley relay team is also 
ranked first in the SEC. 

On the women's side, freshman sensation 
Rania Elwani is first in the 100 freestyle and 
second in the 50. Karen Jones has the third 
best time in the 100-yard butterfly and is sev- 
enth in the 200. 


Golfers Ranked 

Two Alabama men’s golf team members are 
ranked among the nation’s top 100 in the 
Rolex/Nicklaus Men's Collegiate Rankings re- 
leased by the College Golf Foundation. 

Junior Patrick Vadden ranks 37th in the 
country in the poll, which is based on fall re- 
sults. Sophomore Chip Deason was rated 98th. 
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The next poll will be released February 28. 
Bama begins spring play February 10 in the 
Gator Invitational in Gainesville, Florida. 


Outreach 

Alabama Promotions and Marketing 
Director Wade Howell and his assistant 
Jeremy Lull have begun a new community 
outreach program involving Crimson Tide 
athletes in every sport. Howell and Lull 
produce a monthly “Crimson Kids 
Newsletter,” which is distributed to 14,000 
elementary school students in the Tuscaloosa 
area. Included in the newsletter are a list of 
upcoming Alabama events, stories on men 
and women athletes, and a column in which 
the children’s questions are answered by Tide 
athletes. Some 40 classes have made requests 
for Alabama athletes to visit and reach to the 
students. 


Bryant Unsung Hero? 

It's hard to fathom a football banquet at 
which former Alabama Coach Paul Bryant 
would receive an award as an “Unsung Hero.” 
After all, Bryant is the winningest coach in 
major college football history and considered 
by many the best ever at his craft. 
Nevertheless, Bryant will receive that award 
when the All-American Football Foundation 
has its Banquet of Champions in Biloxi, 
Mississippi, on March 16. 

The catch is that Bryant is receiving the 
award for his playing days at Alabama, when 
he was an all-star end but overshadowed by 
perhaps the finest end in football history, Don 
Hutson. Also receiving an award as “Unsung 
Hero” will be former Tide quarterback Scott 
Hunter. Although Archie Manning of Ole 
Miss was considered the finest quarterback in 
the nation in the late 1960s, when Bama and 
Ole Miss paired off in Birmingham's Legion 
Field in 1969, it was Alabama, quarterbacked 
by Hunter, that came out on the winning end 
of a 33-32 classic. 

Another former Alabama great, Holt Rast, 
will receive the foundation’s Admiral Thomas 
J. Hamilton Award. Rast, a unanimous All- 
America end who scored the Tide's winning 
touchdown in the 1942 Cotton Bowl, was 
highly-decorated in World War II. He earned 
two Bronze Stars, two Purple Hearts and a 
Silver Star while participating in the North 
Africa and Sicily campaigns as a captain in 
the combat engineers. 


Comparison Or Contrast? 

A mark of the Notre Dame football program 
under Head Coach Lou Holtz has been the 
frequent amount of turnover in the assistant 
coaching staff. It goes without saying that as- 
sistants at a successful program are going to 
be sought by other colleges, and in some 
cases that is why Notre Dame has lost staffers 
at the rate of three per year in the 1l-year 


Holtz era. However, a large number of those 
assistants have gone because Holtz wanted 
them gone. 

In commenting on the coaching turnover at 
Notre Dame, Holtz joked, “Bear Bryant was 
the father of putting out coaches. Me, I’m 
running them off.” 

Former Alabama Head Coach Paul Bryant 
had dozens of his assistant coaches go on to 
be head coaches. 


Roast Biscuit 

Former Alabama All-America and current 
Buffalo Bills star linebacker Cornelius 
Bennett is usually dishing it out, but on 
March 15 he’s going to be taking it. That's 
when sports celebrities will roast Bennett fol- 
lowing a dinner benefitting the American 
Diabetes Association. The event will be held 
at the Wynfrey Hotel in Birmingham. 

Former Tide Head Coach Ray Perkins will 
be the honorary chairman and he'll be joined 
by former Auburn Head Coach Pat Dye and 
current Alabama Defensive Coordinator Mike 
Dubose, among others. 

A feature of the event will be a silent auc- 
tion for sports memorabilia, including a 
Daniel Moore print of “The Sack,” Bennett's 
memorable tackle of Notre Dame quarterback 
Steve Beuerlein. 

For ticket information call the American 
Diabetes Association in Birmingham, (205) 
870-5172. 


Orange Bowl Lithograph 

As the Orange Bowl era ended in Miami's 
Orange Bowl Stadium (the game moves next 
year to Joe Robbie Stadium, home of the 
Miami Dolphins), a special painting was 
commissioned to commemorate the 62 years 
the game was played in the Orange Bowl. Ted 
Watts (who was the artist of a number of 
Alabama football and basketball press guides 
in the 1970) did the painting. A limited edi- 
tion of 500 were offered to the public by call- 
ing Dale Schoon at the Orange Bowl, (305) 
371-4600. 

Of the 32 individuals pictured, three have 
Alabama backgrounds: Coach Paul Bryant, 
who took five Bama teams and one Kentucky 
squad to the Orange Bowl; quarterback Joe 
Namath, the bowl's first Most Valuable Player 
in 1965; and linebacker Lee Roy Jordan, who 
set an Orange Bowl record with 31 tackles in 
a shutout win over Oklahoma in 1963. 


Bama Heisman Winner 

While Crimson Tide football ranks among 
the elite in team achievements, Alabama had 
never had a Heisman Trophy winner until last 
December. That's when Bo Jackson received 
his degree from Auburn, where he played 
football, by taking the final six hours he 
needed for graduation from The University of 
Alabama. 
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1995-96 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Men’s Basketball 

Date Opponent Time 
UA Opp. 
93 Marathon Oil (Exh.) 74 
89 Croatia (Exh.) 85 
8&4 Winthrop 69 
74 @ North Texas 72 
90 Tennessee Tech 78 
100 Mercer 73 
80 Florida A&M 39 
80 Tulane 79 

Cessna Classic at Wichita, Kansas 
49 St. Peters 59 
64 Bucknell 72 
80 Vanderbilt ral 
77 @ LSU (SS) 99 
72 Auburn 65 
56 @ Mississippi State (CBS) 55 
62 Tennessee 53 
67 @ South Carolina 90 
Jan. 23 Arkansas (ESPN) 8:30 
Jan. 27 @ Ole Miss 7:00 
Jan. 31 Florida 7:30 
Feb. 4 @ Syracuse (CBS) 12:00 
Feb. 6 @ Southern Miss 730 
Feb. 10 @ Georgia (JP) 1:00 
Feb. 14 @ Auburn 7:30 
Feb. 17 LSU (JP) 2:00 
Feb. 20 @ Kentucky (ESPN) 8:30 
Feb. 24 Mississippi State (JP) 2:00 
Feb. 28 @ Arkansas (JP) 7:00 
March2 Olle Miss 7:30 
March 7- SEC Tournament 
March 10 @ New Orleans 
Times are central 
JP-Jefferson Pilot SS-SportsSouth 


Men’s Swimming & Diving 


Date Opponent Time 
UA Opp. 
118 Kentucky 120 
136 LSU 107 
Nov. 11 Florida cancelled 
Nov. 17-19 Nebraska Invitational @ Lincoln 
Dec. 1-3 Nike Cup @ Chapel Hill, N.C. 
80 North Carolina State 60 
76 Florida State 61 
124 NE Louisiana 77 
Jan. 27 @ Auburn 6:00 
Feb. 7-10 | SEC Championships @ Knoxville 
Feb. 23-25 Georgia Invitational @ Athens 
March 3-8 US Swimming Olympic Trials 
@ Indianapolis 
March 14- NCAA Zone Diving 
March 16 @TBA 
March 28- NCAA Championships 
March 30 @ Austin, Texas 


Times are central 
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Women’s Basketball 


Date Opponent Time 
UA Opp. 
94 Australia (Exh.) 36 
84 Athletes In Action (Exh.) 80 
Sheraton Capstone Inn Classic 
87 Central Florida 58 
79 Maine 43 
East Tennnessee State 64 
Cau Fidelity Invitational @ Richmond, Va. 
85 @ Richmond 57 
67 Connecticut 81 
Garden Plaza Classic @ Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
92 Jackson State 62 
68 Middle Tennessee State 53 
83 Georgia (SS) 89 
Bethune-Cookman 35 
Howard Bank Classic @ Burlington, Ver. 
UNC-Greensboro 62 
73 Vermont or San Diego 52 
Junkanoo Shootout @ Nassau, Bahamas 
1 lahoma 62 
70 Western Kentucky 64 
92 @ Arkansas 85 (OT) 
55 @ Ole Miss (SS) 65 
97 Mississippi State 64 
74 @ Northwestern State 69 
66 Kentucky 51 
Jan. 24 Auburn 7:00 
Jan. 27 @ Tennessee (SS) 1:00 
Jan. 31 Alabama State 5:00 
Feb. 3 LSU 7:00 
Feb. 13 @ Auburn 7:00 
Feb. 17 Florida 7:00 
Feb. 19 @ Vanderbilt (ESPN) 12:30 
Feb. 22 @ South Carolina 6:00 
March l- SEC Tournament 
March4 @ Chattanooga 
Times are central 
SS-SportsSouth 
Women’ Swimming & Diving 
Date Opponent Time 
UA Opp. 
114 Kentucky 129 
153 LSU 89 
Nov. 11 Florida cancelled 
Nov. 17-19 Nebraska Invitational @ Lincoln 


Nike Cup @ Chapel Hill, N.C. 
100 North Carolina State 40 
102 Florida State 38 
Jan. 27 @ Auburn noon 
Jan. 27 Michigan @ Auburn noon 
Feb. 7-10 | SEC Championships @ Knoxville 
Feb. 23-25 Georgia Invitational @ Athens 
March 3-8 US Swimming Olympic Trials 
@ Indianapolis 
March 14- NCAA Zone Diving 
March 16 @TBA 
March 21- NCAA Championships 
March 23. @Ann Arbor, Michigan 


Times are central 


March 29 
April 13 


April 25- 
April 27 


Gymnastics 

Opponent Time 
Opp. 

@ Auburn 189.60 

Penn State 191.7 

Nebraska 189.45 

Florida 7:30 

@ Georgia 6:00 

@ Kentucky 6:00 

Massachusetts 7:30 

@LSU 7:30 

Georgia 7:30 

Corvette Cup @ Columbia, Mo. 

Auburn 7:30 

SEC Championships 

@ Lexington 

NCAA Regionals 

@ Baton Rouge 

NCAA Championships 

@ Tuscaloosa 


Times are central 


Men's Indoor Track 


Date 
Jan. 20 


Jan. 27 
Feb. 3 
Feb. 11 
Feb. 24-25 
Feb. 29 
March 1-2 
March 8-9 


Event Finish 
Arkansas State Invitational 
@ Jonesboro, Ark. 

LSU Invitational 

@ Baton Rouge 

Wildcat Classic 

@ Lexington 

Barnett Bank Inviotational 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 

SEC Championships 

@ Lexington 

Florida Fast Times 

@ Gainesville 

USATF Championships 

@ Atlanta 

NCAA Championships 

@ Indianapolis, Ind. 


First 


Women's Indoor Track 


Date 
Jan. 20 


Jan. 27 
Feb. 3 
Feb. 11 
Feb. 24-25 
Feb. 29 
March 1-2 
March 8-9 


Event Finish 
Arkansas State Invitational 

@ Jonesboro, Ark. Second (tie) 
LSU Invitational 

@ Baton Rouge 

Wildcat Classic 

@ Lexington 

Barnett Bank Inviotational 

@ Gainesville, Fla. 

SEC Championships 

@ Lexington 

Florida Fast Times 

@ Gainesville 

USATF Championships 

@ Atlanta 

NCAA Championships 

@ Indianapolis, Ind. 
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1996 Alabama Spring Sports Schedules 


Baseball 
Date Opponent Time 
UA Opp. 
Olive Garden Classic @ Kissimmee, Florida 
Feb. 9 Wake Forest Noon 
Feb. 10 Georgia Tech 3:30 
Feb. 11 North Carolina 6:00 
Feb. 16 Centenary 7:00 
Feb. 17 Centenary 2:00 
Feb. 18 Centenary 2:00 
Feb. 20 Middle Tennessee 5:00 
Feb. 23 @ Northeast Louisiana 7:00 
Feb. 24 @ Northeast Louisiana _—2:00 
Feb. 25 @ Northeast Louisiana 1:00 
Feb. 27 Radford 7:00 
Feb. 28 Radford 2:00 
March 1 UNC-Greensboro 6:00 
March2 UNC-Greensboro 4:00 
March3  ~UNC-Greensboro 2:00 
MarchS @ Samford 2:00 
March8 @Georgia 6:00 
March9 @Georgia 1:00 
March 10 @ Georgia 1:00 
March 12 Murray State 7:00 
March 13. Murray State 2:00 
March 15 Florida 7:00 
March 16 Florida 2:00 
March 17‘ Florida 2:00 
March 19 Eastern Kentucky 7:00 
March 20 Eastern Kentucky 7:00 
March 22 Tennessee 7:00 
March 23 Tennessee 2:00 
March 24 Tennessee 2:00 
March 26 @ South Alabama 6:30 
March 27 @South Alabama 6:30 
March 29 @ Vanderbilt 7:00 
March 30 @ Vanderbilt 2:00 
March 31 @ Vanderbilt 2:00 
April 2 Auburn @ Montgomery 7:00 
April 5 @ Kentucky 6:00 
April 6 @ Kentucky (SS) 2:00 
April 7 @ Kentucky 1:00 
Aprill0 — Alabama-Birmingham 7:00 
Aprill2 _—_ Mississippi State 7:00 
Aprill3 ——- Mississippi State 4:00 
Aprill4 —_ Mississippi State 2:00 
Aprill7 | @Alabama-Birmingham 6:05 
Aprill9 = Olle Miss 7:00 
April20 —_ Olle Miss (SS) 2:00 
April21 Ole Miss 2:00 
April24 Samford 7:00 
April26 @LSU 7:00 
April27  @LSU 2:00 
April28 @LSU 2:00 
May 3 @ Arkansas 7:00 
May 4 @ Arkansas 2:00 
May 5 @ Arkansas 2:00 
May 10 Auburn 7:00 
May 11 Auburn @ Hoover 7:00 
May 12 Auburn 2:00 
SEC Baseball Tournament 
May 15-19 @ Hoover 
NCAA Regionals 
May 23-26 TBA 
College World Series 
May 31- @ Omaha, Nebraska 
June 8 
Times are central SS-SportsSouth 
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Men’s Tennis 


Date Opponent Time 
UA Opp. 
T Troy State 0 
7 Georgia State 0 
Jan. 25- SEC Indoors 
Jan. 28 @ Columbia, S.C. 
Feb. 2- SEC vs. Big Ten Challenge 
Feb. 4 @ Chicago 
Feb. 18 Miami 2:00 
Feb. 21 South Alabama 2:00 
Feb. 22 National Team Indoor 
@ Louisville, Ky. 
Feb. 24 Southern Miss 9:00 
Feb. 24 Samford 3:00 
March5 — South Carolina 1:00 
March9 @LSU 2:00 
March 12 Kentucky 1:00 
March 14-  Blue-Gray Championships 
March 17 @ Montgomery 
March 23. @ Mississippi State 1:00 
March 25. @ Ole Miss 2:00 
March 27. @ Arkansas 2:00 
April 6 @ Tennessee 2:00 
/april 9 @ Alabama-Birmingham 2:00 
Aprill2 Georgia 4:00 
Aprill6 @Auburn 2:00 
Aprill9 ‘Florida 2:00 
April21 Vanderbilt 11:00 
April 25- | SEC Championships 
April28 $@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Times are central 
Men's Golf 

Date Event 
Feb. 10-11 Gator Intercollegiate 

@ Gainesville, Fla. 
March 1-3 _ Imperial Lakes Intercollegiate 

@ Lakeland, Fla. 
March 22-24 Southeastern Intercollegiate 

@ Montgomery (Lagoon Park) 
March 29-31 Carpet Capital Collegiate 

@ Dalton, Ga. 
April 19-21 _ Billy Hitchcock Intercollegiate 

@ Auburn 
May 10-12 SEC Championships @ TBA 
May 16-18 = NCAA East Regional @ TBA 
May 28- NCAA Championships 
June 1 @ Chattanooga 


Men's Outdoor Track 


Date Event 
March 16 Springtime Invitational 

@ Aubum 
March 22-24 Alabama Relays 
April 3-6 Texas Relays @ Austin 
*April 12-13 Mt SAC Relays @ Walnut, Cal. 
April 13 UTEP Invitational @ El Paso 
April 20 Crimson Classic 
April 26-27. Drake Relays @ Des Moines 
May 5 Alabama Intercollegiate 

@ Auburn 
May 15-18 | SEC Championships 

@ Lexington 
May 29- NCAA Championships 
June 1 @ Eugene, Ore. 


*Distance runners only 


Women’s Tennis 


Date Opponent Time 
UA Opp. 
Jan. 26-29 @ Georgia Invitational 
Feb. 10 Georgia Tech Noon 
Feb. 13 South Alabama 1:00 
Feb. 16 @ Indiana 3:00 
Feb. 17 @ Notre Dame 3:00 
Feb. 23 Alabama-Birmingham 2:00 
March 1 Aubum 1:00 
March 3 Kanssas 11:00 
March 9 @ South Carolina Noon 
March 10 @Clemson TBA 
March 15 @ Tennessee TBA 
March 16 @ Vanderbilt 2:30 
March 21 Ole Miss 2:00 
March 24 ‘Florida International 
@ Miami 11:00 
March 25. @ Miami Noon 
March 28 @ Florida 2:00 
April 7 Kentucky 1:00 
Aprill0  §@ Mississippi State 2:00 
Aprill3 —- Georgia 11:00 
Aprill4 LSU Noon 
April20  @Arkansas 11:00 
April 25- | SEC Championships 
April28 §@Gainesville, Fla. 
May 10- |= NCAA Championships 
May 19 @ Tallahassee, Fla. 
Times are central 
Women’s Golf 
Date Event 
March 1-3 _Lady Gator Invitational 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
March 15-17 Fai rwood Invitational 
@ Baton Rouge, La. 
March 22-24 Lady Gamecock 
@ Columbia, S.C. 
April 12-14 Liz Murphy Invitational 
@ Athens, Ga. 
April 19-21 SEC Championships 
@ Knoxville, Tenn. 
May 9-11 NCAA East Regional 
@ Aubum 
May 22-25 NCAA Championships 


@ Palm Springs, Cal. 


Women’s Outdoor Track 


Date Event 
March 16 Springtime Invitational 

@ Auburn 
March 22-24 Alabama Relays 
April 3-6 Texas Relays @ Austin 
*April 12-13. Mt SAC Relays @ Walnut, Cal. 
April 13 UTEP Invitational @ El Paso 
April 20 Crimson Classic 
April 26-27 Drake Relays @ Des Moines 
May 5 Alabama Intercollegiate 

@ Auburn 
May 15-18 SEC Championships 

@ Lexington 
May 29- NCAA Championships 
June 1 @ Eugene, Ore. 


*Distance runners only 
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A passion for 
orinting. Your way. 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won't rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You’ll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


ee | EBSCO MEDIA 
801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 
(205) 323-1508 
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Real Coolers For Real Fans | 
{Outdoor Geary ‘TAILGATING IN STYLE 
COOLERS 


EFFECTIVE: So effective they will 
keep ice up to 48 hours and never 
leak! 


EXTERIOR: 600 Denier, vinyl lami- 
nated Tuf-Duc. Rugged enough to 
withstand punishment, yet attrac- 
tive. 
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INTERIOR: 11 0z. reinforced vinyl. 
Heat sealed to prevent leaks. 
(Guaranteed not to leak or you 
money back.) 


SHOULDER STRAP is standard 
equipment on all our coolers. 


INSULATION: 3/4-thick open-cell 
insulation enables our coolers to 
keep cold things cold or hot things 
hot for longer periods of time. 


VERSATILITY: Our coolers can 
also be used as camera bags, storage 
bags, lunch bags or travel bags. 


ALL LOGOS are embroidered. 


HOLIDAY SALE 


6-Pack ONLY 
S96. $24.95 


12-Pack ONLY 
< $29.95 


24-Pack ONLY 
S596 $39.95 


48-Pack ONLY 


369K 


40 Schools Available \ 
: £49) 
Camo ° Nascar Drivers cit 4 


Call 1-800-809-6105 or 
1-800-566-5722 
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/ fans therinside story 
omall Aspects of 
«Grimson Tide Footb 

‘yy 7) since 1979. Our 


the story. We profile the stars and 
_Stars-to“be;coaches, and even th 
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; iti PLEASE SEND ME ONE YEAR |! 
Vp tradition. And for the best and ost accurate Za aaiesaeevortn tent 
Of recruiting information; nothing compares. ~ ee ONLY $35.00 


A subscription brings you'1@ full-color 


. Total amount enclosed $ for _____ subscriptions. Alabama residents 
magazines and 14 newsletters 


add $2.00 sales tax each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 


mailed first class. We _- prar Make checks payable to: ‘Bama Magazine 
don't stop with football  iisaiass=: | Teen AL 96486 


season, either. Keep up 
with all Alabama sports, 
August through May,’ A a |B 
Great gift idea, too (8 eee 


a 


Payment Enclosed_____Mastercard____——‘Visa 


Bank Card# 


SO — 


Daytime Phone Number 
IF THis Is A Girt, 
Gift From: (name) 


New Subscription Renewal__ 


(Address) 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


1-800-713-2261 : — oo 
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